
UNSC



 

1 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

LETTER FROM SECRETARY-GENERAL ........................................................................ 2 

LETTER FROM UNDER-SECRETARY-GENERAL ........................................................ 3 

LETTER FROM UNDER-SECRETARY-GENERAL ........................................................ 4 

1.INTRODUCTION TO THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL ................... 5 

1.1.Scope ................................................................................................................................ 5 

1.2. Membership ................................................................................................................... 5 

1.3. Functions & Powers ....................................................................................................... 5 

2.INTRODUCTION TO AGENDA ITEM 1: NUCLEAR ARMAMENT FOCUSING 

ON IRAN ................................................................................................................................... 6 

2.2. FUTURE OF IRAN ..................................................................................................... 19 

2.3. Points to Consider ........................................................................................................ 20 

3.INTRODUCTION TO AGENDA ITEM 2: SITATION IN SUDAN .............................. 21 

3.1. Brief History of Sudan ................................................................................................ 21 

3.2. The Secession of South Sudan .................................................................................... 23 

3.3. The Ousting of Omar al-Bashir .................................................................................. 26 

3.4. Transitional Military Council and the Transition .................................................... 30 

3.5. Ongoing Issues in Sudan ............................................................................................. 31 

4. FOR FURTHER RESEARCH .......................................................................................... 33 

5. REFERENCES ................................................................................................................... 34 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2 
 

LETTER FROM SECRETARY-GENERAL 

 

Most distinguished participants, 

It is an honor for me to welcome you all to the third edition of TOBB ETÜ Model United 

Nations Conference. As the Secretary-General of ETUMUN 2019, I would like to start with 

introducing myself briefly. My name is Simay Çalışkan and I am a junior Industrial Engineering 

student in TOBB ETÜ. I started my MUN career with the first edition of ETUMUN and took 

part in various conferences ever since. Therefore, I would gladly say that ETUMUN has a very 

special place in my heart and I am more than happy to serve you as the Secretary-General of 

such a prestigious conference.  

This year, with the help of my one and only Deputy Secretary-General Şebnem Yaren and 

assistance of our amazing academic advisors Onat Yiğit and Zeynep Esendemir, we shaped 7 

different committees focusing on various topics and with different MUN experience level 

requirements so that every one of our participants could find a committee which suits them the 

best. Our Academic Team has worked hard to provide you the most detailed and on-to-point 

Study Guides possible and in my honest opinion, they achieved their goals. I would like to 

thank the wonderful Under-Secretaries-General of this committee, Yüksel Çağlar Baypınar and 

Onat Yiğit, for their invaluable hard work and efforts.  

I hope every single one of you will enjoy your times the fullest during the upcoming 4 days and 

widen your view on world problems while making life-long friendships. I cannot wait to see 

how you will shape the reality with your ideas.  

 

Kindest Regards, 

Simay Çalışkan 

Secretary-General of ETUMUN 2019 
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LETTER FROM UNDER-SECRETARY-GENERAL 

 

Honorable participants, 

 

My name is Yüksel Çağlar Baypınar and I am a high school student, currently in 11th grade in 

Ankara Atatürk High School. Before going over the basics of UNSC, I would like to welcome 

you to the 3rd edition of ETUMUN. I sincerely hope you will have an amazing time. I’m also 

honored to serve as one of the Under-Secretary-Generals of UNSC. 

  

Our committee's second agenda item is the very unstable condition in Sudan. Ever since the 

ousting of the former president, Omar al-Bashir, the country has been stuck in a loop of peaceful 

protests turning into massacres. Living with an economy that can only be described as an oily 

mess, in streets carrying the still fresh scent of their brothers’ and sisters’ blood, the citizens of 

Sudan are uneasy about their future, to say the least. While the latest developments carry a sliver 

of hope with them, it is crystal clear that Sudan’s biggest issues are yet to pass.  

 

I want to thank our most esteemed Secretary-General, Simay Çalışkan for all her guidance and 

for inviting me to take part in this journey, and I am more than glad I took my chance. I also 

want to thank my co-USG, also the Academic Advisor of this conference, Onat Yiğit for not 

leaving me alone as well. The ETUMUN family is truly a special one, and I am more than 

honored to be a part of it. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me 

at yuksel.baypinar@gmail.com. I look forward to meeting you all. 

 

Kindest regards, 

Yüksel Çağlar BAYPINAR 
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LETTER FROM UNDER-SECRETARY-GENERAL 

 

Winston Churchill once said “The history is written by the victors”. As one of the most iconic 

figures in the known history of the world, Churchill has made a clear statement, you are a winner 

as long as you show yourself as the winner. No matter how many genocides you have caused, 

how many lives you have ended or how many disputes you have created around the globe… if 

your country’s name is clear, then you are a winner. 

United Nations Security Council is the only committee in the United Nations which can take 

immediate actions both physical and diplomatically. The committee had passed many 

memorable resolutions in the favor of world peace, equality and of course Jewish rights. But 

there are also many shameful events which could not be solved by the UNSC as some of the 

topics being talked upon for more than fifty years. The Palestine issue, where every year 

thousands of women and children die, the White Supremacist groups all around the world which 

has the mission to eradicate the world from the impure blood and of course the situation of 

Cyprus which started because of “The Bloody Christmas” an event where hundreds of innocent 

Turk has died. Because for these topics the victors of the world, which are USA, UK, France, 

Russian Federation and the People’s Republic of China cannot find the common motive since 

there is no real interest for them.  

In a committee like this we want you to talk about two issues, one of them being a shame for 

whole mankind and the other one is a topic to determine the stronger side in the new blocks of 

the current economical war. Topics are deeper than what we have written in this study guide, 

so I hope that all the delegates are ready, well-informed and most importantly determined to 

change the misjudgments of their real life representatives.  

 

Onat Yiğit 

Under-Secretary-General of UNSC 
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1.INTRODUCTION TO THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL 

 

1.1. Scope 

 

United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is the primary organ of United Nations that is 

responsible for maintaining international peace and security under the Charter of the United 

Nations [1]. The Council is the sole body of the UN that is able to oblige member states to its 

Decisions. 

The main purposes of UNSC according to the UN Charter are: 

•  to maintain international peace and security; 

•  to develop friendly relations among nations; 

•  to cooperate in solving international problems and in promoting respect for human 

rights; 

• to be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations.iv 

 

1.2. Membership 

 

The Security Council comprises of 15 members, five of which are permanent, namely: the 

People's Republic of China, France, Russian Federation, the United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland, and the United States of America [2]. Non-permanent members are 

elected by the General Assembly with operational terms of two-years [3]. 

In spite of the efforts of the General Assembly to establish an equitable and evenly distributed 

membership, more than 60 countries have never obtained membership of UNSC. Thus, to tackle 

any possible inequality of opportunity resulting from this structural vulnerability, members of 

the United Nations but not of the Security Council, may have the right to participate in 

discussions without a right to vote whenever the Council deems that they are parties to the 

dispute at hand or their interests are affected.viii 

 

1.3. Functions & Powers 

 

In order to maintain international peace and security, Security Council has a range of options. 

It could implement relative to the acuteness of the crisis at hand. If there is a complaint 

presented to the Council which threatens the peace, first order of the Council generally would 

be recommending the parties to come to an agreement while utilizing peaceful methods.ix 
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Moreover, when a dispute paves way to hostilities, the Council prioritizes to end or halt them 

but it may occasionally resort to economic sanctions or even use of force. Depending on the 

situation, the Council may: 

•  set forth principles for a possible agreement, if the parties are willing; 

•  undertake investigation and mediation, in some cases; 

•  dispatch a mission; 

•  appoint special envoys; 

•  request the Secretary-General to use his good offices to achieve a pacific settlement of 

the dispute; 

• sue ceasefire directives that can help prevent an escalation of the conflict; 

• dispatch military observers or a peacekeeping force to help reduce tensions; 

• separate opposing forces and establish a calm in which peaceful settlements may be 

sought; 

• use economic sanctions, arms embargoes, financial penalties and restrictions, and travel 

bans; 

• sever diplomatic relations; 

• Apply blockades; 

• or even take collective military action. 

 

Aside from these, the Council also bears the responsibility of recommendation to the General 

Assembly regarding the appointment of Secretary-General and admission of new Members to 

the United Nations [1].  

  

 

2.INTRODUCTION TO AGENDA ITEM 1: NUCLEAR ARMAMENT FOCUSING 

ON IRAN 

 

Iran’s Background 

The Islamic Republic of Iran with the capital city Tehran, formerly known to outsiders as Persia, 

is one of the centers of ancient human civilizations. The name Iran comes from the word 

Aryanam, meaning "Land of the Aryans." Sited on the hinge between the Mediterranean, 

Central Asia, and the Middle East; Iran has taken several turns as a superpower empire and has 
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been overrun by a number of invaders. Today, the Islamic Republic of Iran is one of the more 

formidable powers in the Middle East region—a land where lyrical Persian poetry vies with 

strict interpretations of Islam for the soul of a people. 

History 

The earliest archaeological findings from Persia date to the Paleolithic era, 100,000 years ago. 

By 5000 BCE, Persia hosted sophisticated agriculture and early cities. Powerful dynasties have 

ruled Persia, beginning with the Achaemenid (559-330 BCE), which was founded by Cyrus the 

Great. Alexander the Great conquered Persia in 300 BCE, founding the Hellenistic era (300-

250 BCE). This was followed by the indigenous Parthian Dynasty (250 BCE - 226 CE) and the 

Sassanian Dynasty (226 - 651 CE). In 637, Muslims from the Arabian Peninsula invaded Iran, 

conquering the whole region over the next 35 years. Zoroastrianism faded away as more and 

more Iranians converted to Islam. During the 11th century, the Seljuk Turks conquered Iran bit 

by bit, establishing a Sunni empire. The Seljuks sponsored great Persian artists, scientists, and 

poets, including Omar Khayyam. In 1219, Genghis Khan and the Mongols invaded Persia, 

wreaking havoc across the country and slaughtering entire cities. Mongol rule ended in 1335, 

followed by a period of chaos. In 1381, a new conqueror appeared: Timur the Lame or 

Tamerlane. He too razed entire cities; after just 70 years, his successors were driven from Persia 

by the Turkmen. In 1501, the Safavid dynasty brought Shi'a Islam to Persia. The ethnically 

Azeri/Kurdish Safavids ruled until 1736, often clashing with the powerful Ottoman Turkish 

Empire to the west. The Safavids were in and out of power throughout the 18th century, with 

the revolt of former slave Nadir Shah and the establishment of the Zand dynasty. Persian politics 

normalized again with the founding of the Qajar Dynasty (1795-1925) and Pahlavi Dynasty 

(1925-1979.) In 1921, the Iranian army officer Reza Khan seized control of the government. 

Four years later, he ousted the last Qajar ruler and named himself Shah. This was the origin of 

the Pahlavis, Iran's final dynasty. Reza Shah tried to rapidly modernize Iran but was forced out 

of office by the western powers after 15 years because of his ties to the Nazi regime in Germany. 

His son, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, took the throne in 1941. The new shah ruled until 1979 

when he was overthrown in the Iranian Revolution by a coalition opposed to his brutal and 

autocratic rule. Soon, the Shi'a clergy took control of the country, under the leadership of the 

Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. Khomeini declared Iran a theocracy, with himself as the 

Supreme Leader. He ruled the country until his death in 1989; he was succeeded by Ayatollah 

Ali Khamenei. 
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Geography 

At the pivot point between the Middle East and Central Asia, Iran borders on the Persian Gulf, 

the Gulf of Oman, and the Caspian Sea. It shares land borders with Iraq and Turkey to the west; 

Armenia, Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan to the north; and Afghanistan and Pakistan to the east. 

Slightly larger than the US state of Alaska, Iran covers 1.6 million square kilometers (636,295 

square miles). Iran is a mountainous land, with two large salt deserts (Dasht-e Lut and Dasht-e 

Kavir) in the east-central section. The highest point in Iran is Mt. Damavand, at 5,610 meters 

(18,400 feet). The lowest point is sea level. 

Population 

Iran is home to approximately 72 million people of dozens of different ethnic backgrounds. 

Important ethnic groups include the Persians (51%), Azeris (24%), Mazandarani and Gilaki 

(8%), Kurds (7%), Iraqi Arabs (3%), and Lurs, Balochis, and Turkmens (2% each). Smaller 

populations of Armenians, Persian Jews, Assyrians, Circassians, Georgians, Mandaeans, 

Hazaras, Kazakhs, and Romany also live in various enclaves within Iran. With an increased 

educational opportunity for women, Iran's birth rate has declined markedly in recent years after 

booming in the late 20th century. Iran also hosts over 1 million Iraqi and Afghan refugees. 

Iranian Revolution  

Iranian Revolution (1979), has a key point in the history of Iran. It changed the constitutional 

system of the whole nation over one night, rejecting a totalitarian monarch and bringing the 

system of “Islamic Republic”. The delegates should pay up most attention to this part of the 

guide since it is the main reason of the tension between Iran and the rest of the world (except 

Russian Federation) in the last 40 years.  

In 1942 the successor of the Pahlavi Dynasty, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi became the monarch 

of Iran after his father. The world was in a tough situation at that point as the WW2 was 

happening quite heavily at the time. Iran did not have a side in the second world war but had 

been selling oil to both sides of the war. So the country had the opportunity to prosper on its 

own. Of course, nobody knew that Reza Pahlavi was going to be the last Shah of the nation.   

At first he was an ambitious man. As a leader he worked on education system, health system 

and the general prosperity of the nation. In the first ten years of his ruling his actions were much 

more opposite of his father’s giving determined and clear orders to his people and actually 

taking actions for his country. He had and assassination attempt in 1945 by the Iranian 
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Azerbaijanis and Kurds which both had a semi-autonomous land in Iran. These lands have been 

backed up by USSR with the socialist propaganda. Pahlavi also had ministers, including the 

prime minister Ahmad Qavam, who were supporters of the communist idea up to a certain point.  

In the first ten years of his ruling Pahlavi ruled as a normal king doing his duty with no desire 

for more power. But the flames started to rise in the “coup d’état” in 1953. This event has the 

upmost importance on the path to the Islamic Revolution of Iran. Until 1950s the Shah had no 

great problems internationally. But in 1951 Mohammad Mosaddegh was elected as the prime 

minister of Iran. The prime minister quickly nationalized the petroleum industry in Iran. 

Pumping the nationalistic and republican ideas to the veins of the nation Mosaddegh finally 

shut down the AIOC (Anglo-Iranian Oil Company) and taking control of all the oil reserves in 

his country.  These actions gave the nation the impression of Shah being useless in the 

constitutionals levels of the system which only meant a decrease in power for Pahlavi. 

At first United Kingdom and United States did not react heavily to these actions taken by the 

Iranian government. But in 1952 when Dwight D. Eisenhower got elected as the main candidate 

of the Republican party. His cabinet became paranoid about a possible Socialist impact in Iran. 

When the British government had a meeting with the CIA (Central Intelligence Agency) officer 

Kermit Roosevelt Jr. to propose a joint undercover operation between CIA and SIS (Secret 

Intelligence Service) with the aim of; to overthrow the Iranian prime minister and give the 

control to a Shah who is backed by the governments of USA and UK. Allen Dunes was the 

head of this operation. The plan was to depose Mosaddegh with the help of Iranian military. 

Operation Ajax was also signed by Pahlavi himself to replace the prime minister with General 

Zahedi. The coup failed initially resulting in the escape of Shah to Italy. In his time there the 

British diplomats reported him as “…hates taking decisions and cannot be relied on to stick to 

them when taken. He has no moral courage and succumbs easily to fear…". To solve the 

problem Pahlavi’s twin sister flew to Italy and encouraged him, by literally questioning his 

manhood, into returning to Iran and finishing what he has started. At the end Pahlavi returned 

to Iran and eventually the joint minds of Iranian military-CIA-SIS captured Mosaddegh and 

replaced him with Zahedi. The nationalised oil has been privatized again by 40% by foreign 

companies. Nationwide the Iranian people did not like this coup and most of them protested the 

event. All the delegates should keep in mind that none of these relations with CIA and SIS are 

officially confirmed.   

After this event Pahlavi had no match in the country as he has the support of the USA in his 

back pocket. In 1963 Shah launched the White Revolution which was a set of very marginal 
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laws for Iran. Pahlavi gave the right to vote to women and also allowed the Iranian Jews, 

Christians, Zoroastrians and Baha’i to take the oath of office for municipals by using their own 

holy book instead of Koran. These new laws had caused large protests in the whole country, 

also took the attention of the future leader of the Iranian Revolution, Khomeini. He was a very 

well respected Hodja among all Shia Muslims and referred as Ayatollah which is the highest 

ranking in the Shia cleric (just like the Pope for Catholics). In his words Islam was very close 

with communism but cannot be merged completely, but the religion itself can definitely be 

adapted to the constitution. This was the first encounter of Shah Pahlavi and Ayatollah 

Khomeini which was just a simple delivery of letters from both sides. Khomeini said that the 

future of the nation cannot be given into the hands of women and also stated the absolute power 

of Koran for every person living in Iran, warning the Shah to change these laws. Pahlavi did 

not pulled back from his actions. Even though these new laws are humanitarian and actually 

modern, with the rising nationalistic ideas in Iran in the first generation which has seen the coup 

in 1953 has backfired as ideas to poison the nation. From his letters to Shah and speeches, 

Khomeini gained a great amount of respect and popularity.  

Lastly, the silence of Shah against Israel in the Arab-Israel wars became the last drop. The 

people of Iran had no more trust in their Shah and the monarch regime because of the rising 

nationalistic ideas and the nationwide judgement that the Shah is an American puppet.  

All these events are actually the biggest motivations for the Iranian Revolution. But there are 

some other motives too. These motives being the backlash against the marginalization of the 

nation by unpopular Westernizing of the state by the Shah, economic crises happened in 1973 

oil revenue windfall and the sharp contraction in 1977 to 1978. 

With all these aspects are in effect, it was inevitable for Iran to have a revolution. In the last 

days of 1978 the Shah and his wife flew from the country which was officially a holiday in 

Italy. But actually Pahlavi has seen the revolution was inevitable and he had to get out of the 

country with his head intact to his body. When the Shah escaped people cheered for Khomeini’s 

return. After two weeks of Shah’s lack of authority the army declared its neutrality to 

Khomeini’s return and in February first 1979 he did. He was already accepted as the head of 

the nation because of his near communist ideas about Islam and its philosophy. He quickly 

made a referendum for a new constitution. On the first day of February 1979 the Islamic 

Republic of Iran is officially formed as Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini as the first Grand 

Ayatollah of the state.  
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After the Revolution Iran has prospered as a normal state with great powerful enemies such as 

Israel and USA. Delegates should keep in mind that with a long history and great culture with 

a mixed set of complicated religious backgrounds Iran is a difficult country to process. The 

people are trying to make the Islamic Republic better while also keeping their Persian identities 

and not losing their own “Persian” name unlike their neighbour states.  To understand its 

position on nuclear armament, the Islamic Revolution should be understood perfectly.  

War with Iraq 

Khomeini and Saddam Hossein had both started working as the head of their states on the same 

year. Saddam gained his powers with another unanimous CIA assist since USA lost its greatest 

ally in Middle East and had to find a new puppet in the region. With his anti-Khomeini words 

and Capitalist beliefs Saddam became the greatest enemy of Khomeini. With the isolation of 

Iran from the international scene because of the American hostage crisis, Saddam invaded 

Persian soil in 1980. The official reasons were political but in reality Saddam feared the Shia 

popularity would increase in Iraq and he was afraid that Iran (a Shia populated country) would 

become the super-power of the region. Of course the Japanese-German oil conflict was also a 

major role in the war but in the concept of the study guide we will not talk about that subject. 

The war ended in 1988, there was no real winner or loser but both sides suffered from many 

casualties.  

The most important idea here is that, in the war, Saddam used chemical weapons against Iran. 

The usage of chemical weapons had been forbidden since the First World War and is accepted 

as a war crime. But since Iran had no allies at the time, nobody in the world had anything to say 

about the fact that Iraq used chemical weapons against Iran. This relit the hatred of Persian 

people towards the western countries because of their hypocrisy.  

Religion 

Approximately 89% of Iranians are Shi'a Muslim, while 9% more are Sunni. The remaining 2% 

are Zoroastrian, Jewish, Christian and Baha'i. Since 1501, the Shi'a Twelver sect has dominated 

in Iran. The Iranian Revolution of 1979 placed Shi'a clergy in positions of political power; the 

Supreme Leader of Iran is a Shi'a ayatollah, or Islamic scholar and judge. Iran's constitution 

recognizes Islam, Christianity, Judaism, and Zoroastrianism (Persia's main pre-Islamic faith) as 

protected belief systems. The messianic Baha'i faith, on the other hand, has been persecuted 

since its founder, the Bab, was executed in Tabriz in 1850. 
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Government and Judiciary System 

Since the Revolution of 1979, Iran has been ruled by a complex governmental structure. At the 

top is the Supreme Leader, selected by the Assembly of Experts, who is Commander-in-Chief 

of the military and oversees the civilian government. Next is the elected President of Iran, who 

serves for a maximum of two 4-year terms. Candidates must be approved by the Guardian 

Council. Iran has a unicameral legislature called the Majlis, which has 290 members. Laws are 

written and interpreted by the Guardian Council. The Supreme Leader appoints the Head of 

Judiciary, who appoints judges and prosecutors. 

Economy 

Iran's majority centrally-planned economy depends on oil and gas exports for between 50% and 

70% of its revenue. The per capita GDP is a robust $12,800 US, but 18% of Iranians live below 

the poverty line and 20% are unemployed. About 80% of Iran's export income comes from 

fossil fuels. The country also exports small amounts of fruit, vehicles, and carpets. The currency 

of Iran is the rial. As of June 2009, $1 US = 9,928 rials. 

Iran vs. the World 

The discovery of oil in the early 20th century generated international interest in the nation, 

particularly from Great Britain and Russia. A 1907 Anglo-Russian agreement divvied up Iran 

into spheres of influence, though it was later annulled after the First World War. The United 

States became increasingly interested in Iran following the Second World War, particularly its 

oil reserves. In 1953, the U.S. and Britain helped orchestrate a coup d'etat to oust Prime Minister 

Mohammed Mosaddeq, bringing the pro-Western monarch, Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, 

back to power. In the years that followed, Iran forged closer ties with Washington, receiving 

large amounts of military and economic aid from America until the late 1960s. Iran began 

ramping up its defence budget, and with the help of American and British defence programs, it 

has one of the region's strongest military powers. 

Tensions over Nuclear Plans 

Iran's nuclear installations and lack of disclosure during international inspections have triggered 

fears that the country is developing nuclear weapons. Tehran claims its efforts are peaceful 

and aimed at building an atomic power station. In 1995, the U.S. suspended all trade with Iran 

over its nuclear ambitions and alleged support of terrorist groups. Over the years, the U.S. 
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increasingly denounced Iran for pursuing nuclear weapons and in a 2002 speech by then U.S. 

president George W. Bush he grouped Iran among the "axis of evil." Tensions with the U.S. 

also ramped up after the U.S. invaded Iraq in March 2003. When Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, the 

former hardline mayor of Tehran, won the 2005 presidential election, he vowed to press on with 

the country's nuclear agenda. Ahmadinejad has repeatedly riled the world with his controversial 

remarks, denouncing the Holocaust as a deception and issuing biting anti-Israel comments. In 

2006, Iran announced it had successfully produced enriched uranium. Calls for Iran to halt its 

nuclear plans did little and sanctions were imposed. With a worsening economic situation, due 

in part to sanctions and falling oil prices, support for Ahmadinejad has diminished in recent 

years. Reform candidate Mir Hossein Mousavi, a former prime minister, hoped to capitalize on 

that in the June 2009 presidential elections, but Ahmadinejad announced a landslide victory.  

Mousavi's representatives alleged electoral fraud, and in the days that followed, tens of 

thousands of supporters from both sides took to the street in deadly protests. One of those killed 

in the demonstrations and security crackdown was an apparent innocent bystander, Neda Agha-

Soltan, whose final seconds on June 20 were captured on amateur video and viewed around the 

world. Neda, as she was known, became in death an icon for opposition protesters. 

Ahmadinejad has called for an investigation of her death, allegedly at the hands of government 

militia. Even if answers are found, however, the undercurrent of public discontent could last for 

some time. 

The Main Derivation of the Topic 

Delegates should focus on the question “What would happen if Iran has nuclear armament?” 

and “How will my relations will be with USA or Iran if I side with one?”  

 

2.1.International Relations 

US-Iran 

Relations between the two states began in the 19th century, when Iranian state was named Persia 

under Qajar dynasty. Initially, while Iran was very wary of British and Russian colonial interests 
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during the Great Game, the United States was seen as a more trustworthy foreign power, and 

the Americans Arthur Millspaugh and Morgan Shuster were even appointed treasurers-general 

by the Shahs of the time. While World War II was taking place, Iran was invaded by the United 

Kingdom and the Soviet Union, both US allies, but relations continued to be positive after the 

war until the later years of the government of Mohammad Mosaddegh, who was overthrown 

by a coup organized by the Central Intelligence Agency and aided by the MI6. This was 

followed by a phase of very close alliance and friendship between Shah Mohammad Reza 

Pahlavi's administration and the US government, which was in turn followed by a dramatic 

reversal and disagreement between the two countries after the 1979 Iranian Revolution. During 

this era, Iran was one of the United States' closest allies. Relations tend to improve when the 

two countries have overlapping goals, such as repelling Sunni militants. 

Since 1995, the United States has had an embargo on trade with Iran. In 2015 the United States 

led successful negotiations for a nuclear deal (the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action) intended 

to disarm Iran's nuclear weapons capabilities, and when Iran complied in 2016, sanctions on 

Iran were lifted. The Trump administration re-imposed the sanctions in 2018.  

On 14 July 2015, the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPA) was agreed upon between 

Iran and a group of world powers: The P5+1 (the permanent members of the United Nations 

Security Council—the United States, the United Kingdom, Russia, France, and China—plus 

Germany) and the European Union. The Obama administration agreed to lift sanctions on Iran 

that had devastated their economy for years, in return, Iran promised to give up their nuclear 

capabilities and allow workers from the UN to do facility checks whenever they would like. 

President Obama urged the US Congress to support the nuclear deal reminding politicians that 

were wary that if the deal fell through, the US would reinstate their sanctions on Iran. 

Following the deal, the U.S. supported a UN Security Council resolution that endorsed the 

JCPA—the United Nations Security Council Resolution 2231 of 20 July 2015. The resolution 

welcomed "Iran's reaffirmation in the JCPOA that it will under no circumstances ever seek, 

develop or acquire any nuclear weapons." 

Tensions between Iran and the United States have been escalating since the Trump 

Administration took place but particularly in May 2019, with the U.S. deploying more military 

assets to the Persian Gulf region after receiving intelligence reports of an alleged "campaign" 
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by Iran and its "proxies" to threaten U.S. forces and Strait of Hormuz oil shipping, tensions 

increased even more. On 10 May, the U.S. deployed the Marine transport ship USS Arlington 

and a Patriot SAM battery to the Middle East. The Pentagon stated the buildup was in response 

to "heightened Iranian readiness to conduct offensive operations." On September 10, after the 

resignation of U.S. national security advisor John Bolton, Iran stated that his resignation will 

not lead to talks between Washington and Tehran. On September 16 2019, Iran stated that 

President Hassan Rouhani will not meet with U.S. President Donald J. Trump at the United 

Nations, unless sanctions on Iran are lifted. 

Israel-Iran 

Israel has been the arch enemy of every country except for Turkey in the Middle East. Arabians 

and Israeli forces have clashed more than ten times and still battling for their own reasons. Iran 

and Israel had never been in a physical battle but the hatred of both nations to the opposite is 

very high. Iran did not join Arabian forces in the Israel-Arabian Wars and as mentioned before 

it was one of the main reasons which decreased the amount of respect Persians showed to their 

Shah.  

When Israel attacked Lebanon in 1980’s they have conquered most of the land quickly with no 

specific resistance from the Lebanese people. Khomeini quickly commented on the event that 

there should be an organization in Islamic world to fight against the Israeli and suggested to 

fund a paramilitary group in Lebanon to train Lebanese youth to fight against the Israeli forces. 

The idea succeeded and a group of young mercenaries pushed back the Israeli forces. But 

nobody had any idea that this group would get political in the following years and create the 

terrorist funding political party Hezbollah in 1985. 

The main contraction between Israel and Iran started in 1996 after Iran declared that they will 

be launching their own nuclear power plants. Anonymous proxy attacks have been made to Iran 

both physically and over internet. Many MOSSAD agents have been captured in Iran and 

Persian agents captured in Israel and in 2005 the source of the attacks over internet to Iran have 

been pinpointed as Israel. The attacks are still ongoing to date.  

The main reason for these attacks is the Vela Incident. The USA has been attacking Iran verbally 

that they are a terrorist state and they will use the nuclear power to attack USA. Iran is always 
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stating that the nuclear energy will only be used for peaceful manners, and also bringing up the 

Vela Incident or the South Atlantic Flash happened in 1979. It is an event which has not been 

officially confirmed occurred in the area of Prince Edward Islands. Many believe that it was a 

nuclear weapon test made by Israeli officials which happened with the validation of UK 

government. Since producing nuclear weapons is basically forbidden by the permanent 

members of UNSC, Israel, which is even not a legitimate state, cannot produce nuclear 

weapons. The Israeli government denies the Vela Incident has got anything to do with them as 

well as the UK officials stating that the flash was only a very powerful streak of lightening. 

Iranian officials are encoring the international media that Israel has nuclear weapons and Israeli 

officials are giving statements that Iran is working on a nuclear weapon as both countries spy 

on each other which is the main reason for the proxy conflict. 

UK-Iran 

Iran-United Kingdom relations have been going on since the 13th century, back when Iran was 

called Persia. Significant events between the two countries started taking place during World 

War 2 when Iran said that they will remain neutral when Reza Shah, the first Pahlavi king, had 

expanded trade and links with Nazi Germany in the 1930s. After word gets around about this 

secret ‘alliance’, the UK and Russia jointly occupy Iran and force Reza Shah to abdicate. He 

later dies in exile.  

In 1950, after everything with WW2 has cooled down, Mossadegh becomes prime minister 

after Ali Razamara is assassinated. In 1951, he tries to nationalize the British Anglo-Iranian Oil 

Company, but Britain imposes an embargo and appeals to the US for assistance. 

In 1953, Prime Minister Mossadegh is removed from office in a coup by US and British 

intelligence agencies. He serves a three-year jail sentence for treason and spends the remainder 

of his life under house arrest until his death in 1967. 

In 1979, Britain closes its embassy in Tehran, following the Islamic Revolution. 

In May 1980, 6 anti-Khomeini Iranian gunmen take over the Iranian embassy in London and 

take 22 people hostages. The siege ends when British soldiers storm the building, killing five 
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of the gunmen. 19 hostages are set free but 1 died and 2 are injured because the gunmen opens 

fire on them during the assault. 

In 1999, UK and Iran exchange ambassadors for the first time since the revolution in 1979 after 

Tehran officially distances itself from the Salman Rushdie affair whereby it called the British 

author's book the Satanic Verses blasphemous against Islam and said Muslims had a duty to 

kill Mr. Rushdie. 

In the September of 2009, Iran admits they are building a uranium enrichment plant near Qom, 

but insists it is for peaceful purposes. British intelligence services played a key role in the 

unveiling of the site. 2 years later in 2011, British Chancellor George Osborne announces 

financial sanctions against Iran as a result of a report by the UN's nuclear watchdog, the 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), into its nuclear program. With that, Britain 

ceases all ties with Iranian banks. As comeback, The Iranian parliament votes to expel the 

British ambassador in Tehran, Dominick Chilcott and Iranian protesters storm the UK embassy 

in Tehran, throwing stones, petrol bombs, and burning documents. They attempt to occupy it 

before being dispersed by riot police. The UK Foreign Office says that they are "outraged" by 

the incident. Economic and trade links with the UK are undeniably weakened after these events 

taking place.  

After a few years later in 2014, British Foreign Secretary William Hague says the circumstances 

are right to reopen Britain's embassy in Tehran. This follows an improvement in relations in 

recent months following the election of a more moderate president, Hassan Rouhani, in June 

2013 and an agreement on how to deal with Iran's nuclear program. 

A year later, The British embassy in Tehran is expected to be reopened within days, during a 

visit to Iran by Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond and a delegation of business leaders. The 

event follows a deal agreed by Iran with six world powers on curbing its nuclear program. 

(JCPA) 

Although United Kingdom’s relations with Iran have been shaky since the Islamic Revolution 

in 1979, diplomatic relations between the two countries have improved wonderfully in the 

recent years, and the two countries became closer than ever following the election of a moderate 

Iranian president, Hassan Rouhani in 2013 as stated above. However, the relationship has gotten 
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worse considerably following the election of Conservative Theresa May as British prime 

minister, who has been following a tougher approach on Iran. 

Russia-Iran 

The most significant challenge to the post-Cold War international order is the growing power 

of ambitious states opposed to the West. Iran, Russia, and China are seeking opportunity to hold 

the upper hand over the West while cooperation between them remains fragmentary. 

Russia-Iran relations have been complicated in the past, are complicated now, and are likely to 

remain complicated long in the future. Although the United States and many other governments 

have been concerned about Russian-Iranian cooperation, the two countries have both been 

frustrated with each other by what they see as the other's lack of cooperation. While both Iran’ 

and Russia’s relations with the West have been tense, the outstanding differences between 

Russia and Iran make close collaboration between them difficult. 

Before the 1979 Islamic Revolution, Iran was an ally of the United States; both US and Iran 

viewed Russia as a threat. During the Cold War, the downfall of an authoritarian regime allied 

to the United States usually led to its replacement by an authoritarian regime in Iran started 

forming close ties with the USSR. Washington feared, and Moscow hoped, that this pattern 

would be repeated as it became clear that the shah's regime was falling but it was not. Instead, 

the Islamic Revolution served as the spark of a much more radical regime that was both anti-

American and anti-Soviet. 

Moscow's relations with Iran after the Islamic Revolution can be studied in four periods: The 

Khomeini period (1979-89), during which relations were especially hostile; a relatively friendly 

period, during which Gorbachev and Yeltsin pursued rapprochement with Tehran (1989-99); 

what might be called a period of antagonistic friendship since the rise of Putin (1999-2009); 

and the current period. The last began with the beginning of the Obama presidency in January 

2009 and the upsurge of the Green Movement protesting Ahmadinejad's claim the following 

summer that he had been re-elected president by an overwhelming majority. 

While the US has been very unhappy with how much Russia has cooperated with Iran, the 

Iranians have not been pleased with the Russians either for not cooperating with Iran as much 
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as they could have, due to a Russian desire to soothe the United States. While Tehran would 

like Moscow to be a closer ally than it is willing to be, Iran can nonetheless rely on the 

likelihood that Russian-American relations will remain disadvantageous. So, as long as this 

situation continues to hold true, Moscow will not align itself with Washington strongly against 

Tehran. Yet, even if Russian-American relations deteriorate sharply, Moscow is not likely to 

strongly support Iran against the United States nor does Tehran has any illusions about the 

matter. 

 

2.2. FUTURE OF IRAN 

With the upcoming of the social media and with the embargo of USA is now over Iran’s society 

having a great change. Even the grandson of Khomeini, founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 

Hassan Khomeini is sure that the current system will not last long.  

Women have a bigger percentage in university graduation and in the numbers of white collar 

workers. They make the 30% of the employment rate in Iran. With this economic freedom, 

women do not want to live as second class citizens in their own country. Today in Iran women 

can vote, get elected or work as a minister. In the history of Islamic Republic Iran had one 

women vice president. Also the social bystanders against women are nearly completely 

eradicated. So Iran is finding its own way in their nearly forty years old Republic.  

The hatred for Israel and USA is still effective. As a normal effect of being enemies with USA, 

Iran is having really close relationships with the Russian Federation. Buying nuclear raw 

material from them and also exchanging technological information’s, two countries are very 

much having a “friendship” today. From this path it is also very possible for Iran to join the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization which they are currently take part as an observer country. 

Iran joining the cooperation would make them even more powerful since this would mean that 

the eastern bloc would form again with two P5 countries and one of the most important 

countries in Middle East being in the same pact. They can buy raw materials for nuclear plants 

or weapons with agreements and can even make pacts with Russian Federation, India, Pakistan 

and Peoples Republic of China since these countries are the countries with nuclear missiles. 

China would also have a great market opportunity if two of these countries would get close.  
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As the one of the most powerful state in Middle East with Turkey (excluding Israel), Iran has a 

great influence in the region. Working with Turkey and Russia in the means of the future of 

Syria, Iran shows its dominance over the Arabian world. Anything can happen in the world or 

in Middle East but Islamic Republic of Iran is active, angry and hungry for power more than 

ever with a powerful ally, Russian Federation. 

2.3. Points to Consider 

Delegates must think about the below questions while debating and shaping the resolution 

paper. 

• What is Nuclear Armament? 

• Should Iran use nuclear energy? 

• If a country can use nuclear energy, can they start working on nuclear armament o their 

own will? 

• Can nuclear weapons be sold by money, what is the price of the most powerfull weapon 

on earth? 

If the nuclear armament is allowed; 

• Which officials are the prosecutors of the usage of nuclear energy in Iran 

• What would be the shift of power in the Middle East? 

• What would be the shift of power on the Earth? 

If the nuclear armament is not allowed specifically for Iran; 

• What will be the reaction from their allies? 

• How would this outcome affect the future of NATO and Shanghai Cooperation? 

• Would this outcome mean that nuclear armament will also be inspected or restricted for 

other countries in the region or around the globe? 

Also; 

• What are the blocks in this argument? 

• How will your country get affected from any possible outcome of the committee? 
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3.INTRODUCTION TO AGENDA ITEM 2: SITATION IN SUDAN 

 

3.1. Brief History of Sudan  

  

In 1955, a short while after the British-Egyptian rule ended, the First Sudanese Civil War (the 

Anya Nya Movement) began. Sudanese people have achieved their independence in the first 

day of the following year. Their celebrations, however, were short-lived due to the military 

coup that was staged later on. The military regime that had been led by General Ibrahim Abboud 

lasted for 6 years, and was later overthrown in the “October Revolution” in 1964, it was 

apparent that the people of Sudan was after democracy. 5 years after the revolution, a coup led 

by Gaafar Nimeiry, overthrew the government yet another time. In 1972, After the signing of 

the Addis Ababa Peace Agreement, the First Sudanese Civil War was finally over and southern 

Sudan becomes a self-governing region, for a relatively short duration, since the agreement 

wasn’t carried out as it was supposed to [4].  

The era of peace was short-lived yet again. In 1983, the Second Sudanese Civil War broke out 

due to the government’s refusal to comply with the Addis Ababa Peace Agreement. It was 

started by the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM), which was led by John Garang 

and it wouldn't be over until the signing of The Comprehensive Peace Agreement between the 

Sudan People’s Liberation Movement and the government, which was done on the 9th of 

January 2005 [5]. 

After more than a decade and a half, Nimeiry got taken out of his position by the Transitional 

Military Council due to widespread unrest amongst citizens. In 1986 Sadiq al-Mahdi became 

the prime minister of the coalition government formed after elections. He was later overthrown 

in a coup staged by the National Salvation Revolution. A couple of years after the coup, on the 

16th of October 1993, Omar al-Bashir was appointed president, starting his almost three-

decade-long rule over the country [6]. In September 2001, with the passing of the resolution 

1372, the UNSC lifted its sanctions that were placed on Sudan due to their actions in the 

ongoing civil war. “The lifting of sanctions would allow the intensification of diplomatic 

activity towards progress in the peace process.” said the United Kingdom representative [7]. 

On the 20th of July 2002, The Machakos Protocol was signed, the protocol that was set to be 

the first chapter of the Naivasha Agreement (The Comprehensive Peace Agreement), which 

would end the Second Sudanese Civil War [8].  



 

22 
 

  

The War in Darfur 

Initiation of the Conflict 

In February 2003, The War in Darfur, also known as the Land Cruiser War began, and it still is 

not resolved to this day. The conflict started when the Sudan Liberation Movement (SLM) and 

the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) rebel groups took action in the form of an 

insurrection to protest the disregard that was given by the Sudanese government to the region 

and the non-Arab population within.  

 

Janjaweed Militias and Systematic Killings 

In January 2004, The Sudanese army has moved into Darfur to quell the rebellion, prompting 

hundreds of thousands of refugees to flee, mostly into the neighboring country, Chad. During 

the movement of the army, a UN official reported pro-government Janjaweed militias carrying 

out systematic killings of non-Arab villagers in Darfur. This Arab militia has been described 

by the Sudan expert Alex de Waal as "counter-insurgency on the cheap". These equipped and 

supported Arab militias were the Sudanese government's second response to the protests [9]. In 

UNSC Resolution 1556, the council demanded that the Government of Sudan disarm the 

Janjaweed militias, apprehend and bring to justice its leaders and their associates who had 

incited and carried out violations of human rights and international humanitarian law, as well 

as other atrocities in the country’s Darfur region. (http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/1556) The 

United States Secretary of State Colin Powell described the Darfur killing as genocide, a 

description that would resurface on several occasions and times throughout Bashir’s presidency 

[10]. 

 

War Crimes and Failed Peace Attempts 

In May 2006, the Khartoum government signed a peace accord with one of the main rebel 

factions in Darfur, the Sudan Liberation Movement. The peace accord did not hold for long, 

however, and the fighting went. Adding insult to the injury, two smaller rebel groups and the 

Justice and Equality Movement have rejected the accord entirely.  

On the 31st July 2007, UNSC Resolution 1769, created an African Union/UN hybrid 

peacekeeping mission in Darfur (UNAMID). 26000 peacekeepers were authorized for this 

mission [11].  
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On the 4th 2009 March, The International Criminal Court issued its first arrest warrant for 

President Bashir. 2010 February, Omar Hassan al-Bashir made his announcement at a Darfur 

rally after agreeing on a temporary ceasefire with the rebel Justice and Equality Movement 

(JEM) in Doha. He also signed an agreement committing Sudan to reach a final peace deal with 

the rebels by March 15, 2010. But unfortunately, other Darfur rebel groups have rejected the 

deal, and the agreement came almost exactly a year after the last Khartoum/JEM ceasefire 

which the rebels said broke down in a day [12]. On the 12th of July 2010, The ICC issued its 

second arrest warrant on Bashir. He was charged with five counts of crimes against humanity, 

two counts of war crimes and three counts of genocide. (https://www.icc-cpi.int/darfur/albashir)  

While the leader of the Justice and Equality Movement, Khalil Ibrahim, was killed in action in 

late 2011, the war was still far from over. In 2016, Amnesty International reported that the 

Sudanese government was using chemical weapons in the area, according to the organization, 

up to 250 people have been killed by chemical weapons and the number will keep increasing 

[13].  

 

3.2. The Secession of South Sudan 

Roots of the Discrimination 

Southern parts of Sudan and its citizens felt opposed and discriminated against, ever since the 

independence of Sudan. The idea of secession can be traced back to 1955, even before Sudan 

declared its independence. The southern region of Sudan was always marginalized, due to the 

non-Arab, partly Christian, and partly animist population, as opposed to the Arab and Muslim 

population of the northern side. The government failed to deliver on their promise to bring a 

federal governing system, and they were also accused by southern leaders, for their attempts at 

imposing an Arabic and Islamic identity [14].  

Anya Nya Guerilla Movement 

The southern army officers had mutinied in Torit, 1955. These veterans would later be the core 

members of the Anya Nya guerilla movement, the movement that led the First Sudanese Civil 

War. This loosely knit movement was not a big, nor effective at first. By the time, they have 

infused with other rebel armies and gained popular support against the governments’ violent 

attempts to solve the rising issue. While they failed to unify Sudan and its glory, they were 

considerably active in political and military affairs. After the coup led by Gaafar Nimeiri, the 

military pressure on the movement increased drastically. But it didn’t take long for the new 
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regime to seek negotiations with the rebels. Negotiations which quickly resulted in the Addis 

Ababa Peace Agreement in March 1972, which absorbed Anya-Nya soldiers into the Sudanese 

army, and granted autonomy to the southern region [15]. 

The autonomy of the southern region was not one that lasted long, the government canceled 

their autonomy rights in 1983, and there were mutinies of former Anya-Nya soldiers. Most 

importantly of all, in 1983, Gaafar Nimeiri has declared Sharia law across the country, 

abolishing the non-muslin southern region, who got punished by this law. In response to these, 

the southern Sudan forces formed the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA), led by John 

Garang, this was done to have a military force to use against the government in Khartoum. At 

the beginning of the war, both sides have committed several war crimes, including the 

deployment of child soldiers. There was another coup in 1985, that took down the Khartoum 

government. It was only a year after the coup, that Khartoum government led by Prime Minister 

Sadiq al-Mahdi and the SPLA led by Col. John Garang met for negotiations [16]. 

The Comprehensive Peace Agreement 

There have been several other negotiations between the SPLA and other political parties. The 

two most important ones were the first meetings in Ethiopia, which resulted in the Koka Dam 

Declaration, calling for the abolishment of Sharia and having a constitutional conference for 

the entire nation. (https://peacemaker.un.org/sudan-kokadam-declaration86) There has been a 

peace plan agreed by the SPLA and the Democratic Unionist Party, which was also approved 

by Sadiq al-Mahdi government. Nevertheless, the fighting went on with all the human rights 

abuses and atrocities it had before. It would take years for the government and the SPLA to 

reach an agreement, starting with the 2002 July Machakos Protocol, which was a big step 

towards peace between the two sides [17]. After the intense continuation of peace talks and 

several documents produced, on January 9, 2005, the Comprehensive Peace Agreement was 

signed, ending the 22-year long civil war. The agreement tackled with a power-sharing 

government which also included the rebels, wealth sharing, the resolution of several conflicts, 

including Abyei Conflict, a permanent ceasefire, and autonomy for the south. 

The agreement also called for a South Sudanese referendum for independence after 6 years. In 

July 2005, former rebel leader John Garang was appointed as vice president, and a constitution 

that significantly increased the autonomy of the south was signed [18]. Vice President John 

Garang has lost his life in a plane crash, less than a month after the beginning of his vice 

presidency. He was succeeded by Salva Kiir Mayardiit. Within the same year, the autonomous 

government which was dominated by former rebels was formed in South Sudan. However, the 
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peace between the north and the south was fragile, especially in the Abyei region, a very strict 

point in the Comprehensive Peace Agreement. The Southern Sudan Referendum Committee 

announced that %98.83 have voted in favor of secession from the north in January 9, 2011, 

referendum. US President Barack Obama, declared Washington’s intentions to recognize South 

Sudan as an independent state when the Comprehensive Peace Agreement ended, which would 

be July 2011 [19].  

Conflicts After the Secession  

The referendum meant a new beginning for South Sudan, but by no means was it an end for 

their troubles with the Khartoum government. President Omar Al-Bashir claimed the disputed 

region of Abyei on behalf of the north on live television in April 2011, this declaration from 

the president brought the tension to its breaking point, and there were several armed clashes 

between the southern and northern forces. After a month, The African Union announced that 

Sudan and South Sudan have reached an agreement that establishes a demilitarized and jointly 

monitored Common Border Zone which would also host an Ethiopian peacekeeping force [20]. 

Nevertheless, there were many more armed clashes between the two forces that were still placed 

in Abyei. According to UN reports, more than 102.000 people have fled the region. New clashes 

also broke out in the capital of the oil-rich region, Kordofan. The conflict in Southern Kordofan 

heated up after a while, officials announced that Sudanese troops have killed hundreds of rebel 

fighters. South Sudan became an independent state with 8 million population on July 9, 2011, 

and had a lot of troubles to face as a newly made country. Its economy depended significantly 

on its oil exports, which is a very disputed issue between Sudan and South Sudan. While a 

considerable amount of oil-rich regions fall under the South Sudan borders, the refinement 

facilities and the pipelines to red sea are in Sudan. In January 2012, South Sudan shut down oil 

production after accusing Sudan of stealing $815 million of its oil. Sudan says it confiscated 

the crude to make up for unpaid fees to use the pipeline and processing facilities in its territory. 

There was a breakdown in talks about a proper arrangement for oil production, refinement, and 

export, which resulted in a complete halt [21].  

Needless to say, South Sudan’s economy was damaged significantly. South Sudan also tried to 

occupy different oil-rich regions from Sudan, namely the Heglig oil field, they were repulsed 

by Sudanese forces. In September, the presidents of both countries reached an agreement on 

how to trade, security and oil production will be handled. After a year of failure to implement 

the 14 demilitarized zones in the borders between the countries, defense ministers of both 

parties signed an agreement to enforce their respective military forces [22].  
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After many internal conflicts and a civil war in South Sudan, the UN claims that ethnic 

cleansing is going underway, a claim that is strongly rejected by President Salva Kiir. More 

than a million refugees flee to Uganda, and famine is declared, in what the UN describes as a 

man-made catastrophe caused by civil war and economic collapse [23].  

  

3.3. The Ousting of Omar al-Bashir  

2018 Protests 

If Omar al-Bashir was to ever go down, it wouldn't be an easy way out. He was condemned, 

both nationally, and internationally, had an arrest warrant from the ICC. But for 29 years, he 

somehow managed to keep the power in his grip [24].  

In January 2018, due to the acute shortage of currency and several other reasons; as a part of 

the austerity plan, the government removed bread subsidies from its 2018 budget [25]. Right 

after this announcement, the bread prices raised from one Sudanese pound to three; and the 

people, more than half of whom living poverty, flooded the streets in response [26]. There has 

been a similar protest caused by austerity measures in the past. According to Amnesty 

International reports from 2013, at least 10 people, predominantly high-school students, were 

killed when security services and paramilitary police opened fire during a demonstration against 

fuel prices and the cost of living in Nyala, Darfur [27]. Authorities blocked the sale of six daily 

newspapers carrying critical coverage of the subsidy cut and price rises according to their 

editors. By the time, due to lack of any news, these protests lost their intensity [28].  

In late 2018, the same reason would cause another protest, a protest that went much deeper than 

the previous one. Hundreds and thousands of people have flooded the streets in several cities 

on December 19 to protest the government’s tripling of bread prices after a three-week shortage 

and amid steep inflation reaching up to %70 at the time [29]. By December 20th, protesters 

chants were no longer about bread or inflation. Quite clearly the people of Sudan were done 

with Omar al-Bashir. The demonstrations caused the deaths of many citizens, increasing in 

number each time. However, the opposition took vows to not stop until their wishes were 

granted [30]. With no let-up in the near-daily demonstrations, 22 political groups issue a joint 

call on January 1 for a “new regime”. After almost two weeks, when the protests spread to 

Darfur, Bashir made a statement about how “the demonstrations will not change the 

government.” What he didn’t know, was that his rule was to end with one.  
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State of Emergency  

On February 11, the Human Rights Watch has released footage of the police violence, including 

tear gas, beatings, and live fire. 12 days later, President Omar al-Bashir declared a state of 

emergency for a year, dismissed the federal government and sacked all state governors. He also 

stated that that the popular protests that have rocked Sudan since December are “legitimate”, 

despite his security forces murdering, torturing, and raping unarmed protesters the past several 

weeks [31].  

At least 57 people had been killed since December by then. And with the state of emergency 

declared, the security forces had a free hand in cracking down on protesters and carrying out 

detentions. New state governors from the military were appointed, alongside a new prime 

minister, but the ministers of defense, foreign, and justice kept their positions. In a statement, 

the Sudanese Professionals Association said; “the demands of this revolution are crystal clear. 

The regime and its head must step down [32].”  

Several decrees in the state of emergency gave the security forces the right to search any 

building, restrict the movement of people, arrest people suspected of committing a violation 

related to the state of emergency and seize assets or property during investigations. Moreover, 

those arrested by the security forces are routinely subject to torture, inhumane and degrading 

treatment, violations of non-derogable rights by any international standard [33] [34].  

April 11 Coup d'état 

It was the 11th of April, the demonstrations were not slowed down by the state of emergency 

declared by the soon-to-be-former president Omar Al-Bashir. The military has noticed the 

people that an important announcement was to be made, and later that day, it was announced 

that Omar al-Bashir was forced from power and arrested by the military. His ouster was 

precipitated by the biggest peaceful demonstrations in a generation, culminating in a vast sit-in 

attended by hundreds of thousands in the capital, Khartoum. The people celebrated on the 

streets from what it looked like, but the important announcement also included one crucial 

point, one that would not be accepted by the people of Sudan. Sudanese Defense Minister Awad 

Ibn Auf declared on state radio the establishment of a two-year transitional government 

administered by the military with him in charge, adding that the constitution was suspended, 

that a three-month state of emergency was in effect and that a curfew had been imposed.  
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National and International Backlash  

The Sudanese Professionals Association rejected the coup they described as a way to 

“reproduce the faces and institutions that our great people revolted against.”. The people vowed 

not to end the sit-in until a civilian government was established [35]. The international backlash 

to the coup was also similar, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres appealed for "calm and 

utmost restraint by all" and urged a transition that would meet the "democratic aspirations" of 

the people. UK Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt said in a tweet: "We need to see a swift move 

to an inclusive, representative, civilian leadership. And we need to ensure there's no more 

violence," The African Union condemned the military takeover and Amnesty International's 

Secretary General Kumi Naidoo said he was "alarmed by the raft of emergency measures" 

announced by the military [36]. UN human rights officials have called on authorities to lift the 

state of emergency imposed by the military and address the legitimate grievances of the 

Sudanese people. The United Nations has also released $26.5 million from its emergency relief 

fund to provide "food, livelihood, nutrition, health, water, and sanitation assistance" to over 

800,000 people "affected by a worsening economic crisis and food insecurity" across Sudan 

over the next six months [37].  

On May 13th, Former President Omar al-Bashir who has been under arrest since his ousting, 

was charged with involvement in the killing of dozens of protestors, and on the same day, the 

protestors announced that a breakthrough agreement was reached with the TMC [38]. 

According to the spokesman of the movement, the structures of the authorities and their powers 

were agreed upon. The sovereign council, the cabinet, and the legislative body were the 

authorities named. The discussions were set to keep going [39].  

June 3rd Massacre 

The ousting of Omar al-Bashir did not stop the Sudanese from having round o’clock sit-ins in 

Khartoum every day. These sit-ins had a serious purpose, to press for civilian rule and 

democratic elections. Over time, these sit-ins also turned into celebrations and festivals. While 

the people, and a fair amount of the army, were celebrating, the Rapid Support Forces were 

getting prepared. The RSF is a paramilitary group under the command of Mohamed Hamdan 

Dagalo, also known as Hemeti, deputy head of the TMC. Even though he was the deputy head 

of the TMC, many believed that he was the successor of Omar al-Bashir after his ousting. The 

RSF fighters are mainly recruited from the tribal militia called Janjaweed. Janjaweed has been 
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used by the government to relentlessly burn down villages and carrying out a series of actions 

that can only be described as a systematic genocide in Darfur [40].  

On June 3rd, early in the morning, the army had left the celebrations, and RSF fighters were 

being deployed at alarming numbers. Rumors spread on social media, but the power outage 

significantly hindered people’s ability to share their suspicions. At 5 am, the RSF and the police 

have received the order to begin the attack, and not long after that, the sound of live ammunition 

being fired and the screams of the citizens as they ran for their lives, were echoing in the 

crowded streets of Khartoum. People were raped, beaten and shot to death, hospitals were 

barely functioning, and the army has refused to give shelter. Dead bodies were tied to stones 

and thrown in the River Nile. The massacre was live-streamed, by dozens of Sudanese citizens 

[41].  

By the next day, while the people were just beginning to tell their stories, a government-

imposed internet blackout took place, and it would last for more than a month and would restrict 

or completely block all internet access for Sudan [42]. It was later found that many different 

news agencies’ bureaus were shut down days ago [43]. Just hours following the incident, UN 

Secretary-general has made a statement, reminding the TMC that their biggest responsibility is 

the safety of the citizens, and asked all those involved in any way to show utmost restraint [44]. 

On the 7th of June, the African Union suspended Sudan’s membership [45].  

On June 21st, Hemeti made a public statement, denying all the attacks, and blaming impostors, 

“dressed up like the RSF”. He stated that they have arrested groups of people who “claimed to 

be from RSF” during and before the June 3rd massacre. However, several officers have 

admitted to taking part in the attack, and according to their testimonies, the order was directly 

from Hemeti. While these officers' claims cannot be truly confirmed, any other explanation that 

was granted by the officials, seem highly unlikely in every aspect [46].  

According to TMC reports, at least 61 people have died that day, but a committee of doctors 

says that “they have identified 128 dead bodies, and many more remained.”. 

After less than a month, the people of Sudan, this time all over the country, were out on the 

streets, this time in tens of thousands, and they faced tear gas and live ammunition. On June 9, 

the internet blackout was lifted, and the social media was flooded with footage from June 3rd 

[47].  
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3.4. Transitional Military Council and the Transition 

Discussions on the New Government 

On June 4th the head of TMC has announced that national elections will be held in 9 months 

and that they have canceled any agreements they have reached with the Forces of Freedom and 

Change [48]. These agreements were published by the FFC before the announcement, The snap 

election, as former British ambassador to Sudan Rosalind Marsden said, would "simply pave 

the way for much of the old regime to come back into power". So neither the public nor the 

FFC was agreeing on it [49]. The FFC cut communication with the TMC entirely for a month, 

but the two sides kept the talks going thanks to African mediators, and after two straight days 

of discussion, on July 5, the two sides agreed to "establish a sovereign council by rotation 

between the military and civilians for a period of three years or slightly more," according to 

African Union mediator Mohamed Hassan Lebatt [50].  

This statement was later confirmed by the SPA over twitter, with some additional information. 

The association has stated that the council would consist of 5 civilians, 5 military members, and 

one civilian chosen by the rest, and it would be led by a member from the military for the first 

21 months, followed by 18 months of civilian rule. The two sides also agreed on a transparent 

investigation to look into the violent events that took place. The establishment of a legislative 

council was delayed until the sovereign council was formed [51]. The FFC was set to have 

2/3rds majority over the council, but that was before the sit-ins were brutally crushed on June 

3rd. After these announcements, the streets erupted with celebrations, but some were still 

skeptic of TMC’s loyalty to this agreement [52].  

After more than a month full of detailed discussions for the power-share between the military 

and civilians, on august 3rd, the document was finalized, and it was initialed by representatives 

from both the FFC and the TMC in the following day [53].   

Draft Constitutional Charter for the 2019 Transitional Period 

The 3-year transitional period will be led by an 11-member Sovereign Council which will 

oversee the creation of a council of ministers, and a legislative council. The body will be 

composed of five military personnel chosen by the TMC and five civilians selected by the FFC. 

The 11th member will be a civilian chosen by consensus between the two parties. The sovereign 

council will be headed by a military general during the first 21 months, followed by a civilian 

for the remaining 18 months. 
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The FFC will also appoint a prime minister, and give the prime minister a list of 18 nominees 

to form a cabinet, excluding the interior and defense ministers. Those ministers will be 

appointed by the military members on the Sovereign Council. 

An independent legislative council will be formed. Its members cannot exceed 300 people, and 

at least 40 percent of the seats will be reserved for women. The FFC will appoint 67 percent of 

the legislative council's members, while other political groups that are not associated with al-

Bashir will select the rest. 

Sudan's armed forces and its paramilitary Rapid Support Forces will be led by the commander 

of the armed forces, who will also lead the Sovereign Council for the military period [54]. 

Official Signing of the Constitutional Declaration 

On August 17, the Draft Constitutional Declaration was officially signed, dissolving the TMC 

and replacing it with the Sovereignty Council. On the 21st of August, former governing body 

TMC’s chairman, Lt. Gen. Abdel Fattah al-Burhan was sworn in as head of Sudan's sovereign 

council, which will run the country during a 3-year transitional period. The members of the 

council were also sworn in and unveiled [55]. On the same day, Abdalla Hamdok, an economic 

and governance scholar previously heading the United Nations Economic Commission for 

Africa (ECA), was appointed as Prime Minister, to head the transitional government [56].  

  

3.5. Ongoing Issues in Sudan 

US State Sponsor of Terrorism 

In October 2017, after 20 years, The US Treasury lifted various economic sanctions against 

Sudan. These lifted sanctions excluded the ones that concerned the conflict in Darfur [57]. 

Sudan remains on the US State Sponsors of Terrorism list to this day. Atlantic Council has 

reported that the current placement of Sudan in State Sponsors of Terrorism, is in fact, a hinder 

towards the Sudanese government’s capabilities to fight against terrorism. It was also suggested 

that nowadays, it is hard to convincingly argue that the reasons that motivated the declaration 

still hold. In late September, Hamdok said he had held useful talks with US officials on the 

topic and expressed hope that an agreement could be reached "very soon" [58].  

Economic Crash 

Sudan has been in economic turmoil since it lost the bulk of its oil production in 2011 when 

South Sudan seceded. It has devalued the pound several times but has not been able to halt the 
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fall. One dollar currently fetches 65 pounds on the black market versus the official rate of 45. 

He also said he wants to focus on peace-building in a nation that has seen conflicts flare in 

multiple parts of the country, “Stopping war, which represents 70% of the expenditure in the 

budget, will create a surplus that can be invested in production and particularly agriculture, 

livestock, and related industries,” he said. 

Shortly after Bashir was ousted, the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia pledged $3 billion 

in aid to Sudan, in the form of a $500 million deposit in the central bank, which Sudan has 

already received, as well as fuel, wheat, and medicine [59]. 

Abdalla Hamdok, who requires $10 billion in foreign funding over the next two years to jump-

start the economy, has to convince America to remove Sudan from its list of State Sponsors of 

Terrorism, a designation which has left Khartoum isolated from most of the international 

financial system since 1993. Washington lifted most of Sudan's trade embargos in 2017. But 

Sudan is behind on its interest payments with its debt exceeding $58 billion, making it ineligible 

for further loans [60].  

The Old Regime 

The National Forces Coordination, a coalition of rightist, Islamist parties affiliated with the 

former Al Bashir regime, announced their opposition to the new government and claimed it will 

seek to bring it down by peaceful means. “Some of those in the current Sovereign Council are 

wanted by the International Criminal Court,” the group claimed in a statement on Wednesday. 

The newly formed coalition includes the Popular Congress Party, the Reform Now Movement 

(established by dissidents of Al Bashir's National Congress Party), and the Just Peace Party, 

founded by El Tayeb Mustafa, an uncle of the ousted president. 

At a press conference of the National Forces Coordination, Ali El-Haj, Secretary-General of 

the Popular Congress Party, described the new government as “a bilateral military government 

repeating the experiences of the former regime”. The Popular Congress Party was established 

by the late Dr Hasan El Turabi who was the driving force behind the coup that brought Omar 

al-Bashir to power in 1989. 

In an attempt to lower public opinion on the Constitutional Declaration, the secretary-general 

of the Popular Congress Party made a harsh statement, describing it as partisan and 

exclusionary, explaining that it does not mention a single word about general elections. He 

called for elections within a year, explaining that the National Forces Coordination will draw 

up an election law. 
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El Haj announced that they will form shadow governments in Khartoum and in the states. He 

also called for elections and affirmed that The Popular Congress Party refused to participate in 

the cabinet and parliament, stressing the priority of the peace process, and accusing the FFC of 

seeking to postpone the peace process [61]. 

 

4. FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 

1) “Iran 1979: Anatomy of a Revolution”, Featured Documentary by Al Jazeera English 

2) “I Know Khomeini Part 1&2”, Featured Documentary by Al Jazeera 

3) “The Escalating Crisis With Iran is Trump’s Self-Inflicted Wound” 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/global-opinions/the-escalating-crisis-with-

iran-is-trumps-self-inflicted-wound/2019/09/19/b7edb4c8-db16-11e9-a688-

303693fb4b0b_story.html 
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