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LETTER FROM SECRETARY-GENERAL 

 

Most distinguished participants, 

It is an honor for me to welcome you all to the third edition of TOBB ETÜ Model United 

Nations Conference. As the Secretary-General of ETUMUN 2019, I would like to start with 

introducing myself briefly. My name is Simay Çalışkan and I am a junior Industrial 

Engineering student in TOBB ETÜ. I started my MUN career with the first edition of 

ETUMUN and took part in various conferences ever since. Therefore, I would gladly say that 

ETUMUN has a very special place in my heart and I am more than happy to serve you as the 

Secretary-General of such a prestigious conference.  

This year, with the help of my one and only Deputy Secretary-General Şebnem Yaren and 

assistance of our amazing academic advisors Onat Yiğit and Zeynep Esendemir, we shaped 7 

different committees focusing on various topics and with different MUN experience level 

requirements so that every one of our participants could find a committee which suits them the 

best. Our Academic Team has worked hard to provide you the most detailed and on-to-point 

Study Guides possible and in my honest opinion, they achieved their goals. I would like to 

thank the Under-Secretary-General of this committee, Ahmet Süha Ayvaz, and his Academic 

Assistant, Rüveyda Varan, for their invaluable hard work, dedication and efforts.  

I hope every single one of you will enjoy your times the fullest during the upcoming 4 days 

and widen your view on world problems while making life-long friendships. I cannot wait to 

see how you will shape the reality with your ideas.  

 

Kindest Regards, 

Simay Çalışkan 

Secretary-General of ETUMUN 2019 
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LETTER FROM UNDER SECRETARY GENERAL 

 

Most esteemed  participants, 

Before introducing myself I would like to welcome you all to ETUMUN’19. 

My name is Süha Ayvaz. I am a sophomore grade at Ankara Hacı Bayram Veli University. I 

am studying International Relations and I will be serving you as Under-Secretary-General 

responsible for HJCC- Napoleonic Wars. 

Napoleonic Wars Era is one of the milestones in Diplomatic History. So I believe the committee 

would help to understand how diplomacy evolved and take a shape of today’s form.  

Please bear in mind that this study guide is not a comprehensive total review of the issue, and 

it merely serves as a path through which every delegate can start researching. The course of the 

committee will require agile reactions to every event, so it is the best interest for every member 

of the committee if you were to complement this study guide with other resources and develop 

a comprehensive understanding of the issue. Most of this guide referenced by book of  Fahir 

Armaoğlu’s 19th Century Political History. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. I wish you all the best of 

luck. 

You can contact me via suhasaintayvaz@gmail.com 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Ahmet Süha Ayvaz 

Under-Secretary-General responsible for JCC- Napoleonic Wars. 
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LETTER FROM ACADEMIC ASSISTANT 

 

Dear participants, 

First I would like to welcome you all to ETUMUN’19. My name is Rüveyda Varan. I am a 

sophomore at Ufuk University, studying Law. This is my first time serving as an academic 

assistant thanks to our honourable Secretary General Simay Çalışkan. I would like to express 

my gratitude to her for giving me this opportunity and making a dream possible for me. I have 

been participating MUNs since 2014 so i kind of consider myself a little bit experienced. 

In my personal life, I am really interested in things concerning politics, history and wars. Hence 

relevancy of this committee to my interests will make the difference for the delegates of JCC 

apart from the others. 

In this session of JCC committee, delegates will be tackling Napoleonic Wars which has lasted 

for 16 years and caused the nations thousands of collateral damages. At the same time played 

a crucial role in international relations arena. 

In a nutshell, this committee will be fulfilling for history enthusiasts. I wish all delegates to 

have productive debate and immense enjoyment of the conference. And also I suggest all 

delegates to read rules of procedure document before the conference. 

 

 

 

Best Regards, 

Rüveyda Varan 

Academic Assistant responsible for Joint Crisis Committee. 
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1. BACKGROUND HISTORY OF NAPOLEONIC WARS  

 

1.1. French Revolution and the role of Napoleon Bonaparte  

It is important to highlight the fact that Napoleon did not play a principal role during the 

formative years of the French Revolution. Take note that prior to the insurgency, he was 

training to become a member of the French Army. He later became a second lieutenant in the 

first artillery regiment in 1785 [1]. 

Napoleon was later assigned to the Valence garrison in the southeast of France where he spent 

most of the next seven years on furlough in Corsica. He subsequently aligned himself with 

the French Revolution in 1789. However, note that he and his family fled to Marseilles in 1793 

after he came into conflict with Corsican nationalist Pasquale Paoli [1]. 

Take note that the French Republic already existed in 1792 following the establishment of the 

National Assembly and the abolishment of the French monarchy. This new government had 

tasked Napoleon to command an artillery brigade during the Siege of Toulon in 1793 in which 

the Republican forces clashed against a Royalist rebellion. The Republican forces emerged 

victoriously. The French Republic rewarded Napoleon by promoting him as general of the 

brigade [1]. 

Napoleon was specifically assigned to the French Army in Italy in 1794. However, during the 

same year, due to allegations that he was part of a faction that supported the revolutionary albeit 

radical leader Maximilien Robespierre of the Montagnard Convention that led the National 

Convention, he was briefly imprisoned but later released. He was assigned to fight a rebellion 

in Vendée but refused the order to focus instead on the topographic section of the army. This 

refusal resulted in his name being stricken out from the list of general officers in September 

1795. [1]. 

When he came back to France in October 1799, Napoleon witnessed a destabilized French 

government and the absence of proper leadership. He saw this as an opportunity to ascend to 

power and authority, particularly by joining French political theorist Emmanuel Sieyès in a 

conspiracy to overthrow the French Directory [1]. 

Napoleon launched a coup in November 1799 that forced the legislative assemblies to relocate 

from Paris to Saint Cloud and for the five Directory members to resign. He used troops to 

disperse the assemblies and was later appointed as one of the three new French consuls of the 

new French Consulate together with Emmanuel Sieyès and former member of the National 

Convention and the French Directory Pierre Roger Ducos[1]. 



 

27 

There was an attempt to dominate the French Consulate on the part of Emmanuel Sieyès. 

However, through political maneuvering, Napoleon succeeded in establishing himself as the  

first consul, thereby giving him executive and legislative powers in the new government. Some 

of the new policies he introduced include the centralization of the government, the Napoleonic 

Code [2], the reestablishment of the Roman Catholic Church in France through the Concordat, 

and several peace treaties and international agreements [2]. 

Note that the homecoming of Napoleon in France and the establishment of the French 

Consulate in 1799 coincided with the end of the French Revolution [2]. Some may consider 

Napoleon as a mere opportunist. After all, when France was on the brink of collapse, he saw 

an opportunity to position himself as a more feasible leader. It is also important to note that he 

did not play a critical role in provoking one of the causes of the French Revolution. Although 

it appeared that Napoleon capitalized on the progress made by the people responsible for the 

French Revolution and took advantage of the internal socio-political struggles, it cannot be 

denied that when he gained power and authority, he effectively ended the upheaval by 

guaranteeing a more unwavering brand of governance. Napoleon was instrumental in 

rebuilding France from the remnants of the French Revolution. He was also one of the notable 

products of the revolution [2]. 

2. COALITIONS 

2.1. First Coalition (1792-1799) 

 

Image 2.1.1: Map of Europe in 1792 [3]. 

Because of the French Revolution, national sovereignty and right of humans became more 

important step by step.  
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Thanks to this movement of ideas the King of France (16. Louis ) was executed. After the 

execution of the King, concerns of  European countries increased, especially in Great Britain. 

Once again thanks to movement ideas of  Revolution Churches lost their power. That was really 

terrible in Europe for the profit of kings and executive people. 

So the States of Europe had to stop the French government of movements and also stop 

spreading of ideas of the French Revolution. But on the other hand, Napoleon wanted to be 

more powerful and extend their territories. 

Because of this reason On 1 February 1793 France declared war to Great Britain and Holland. 

After declared war until April Napoli, Spain, Tuscany joined the war. Early days of the war 

coalition states achieved much success in the war.  But in 1794 the course of war reversed 

thanks to taking measures of the French convention. 

On June 1794 France armies beat the Austrian armies and got Belgium. Also, other armies of 

France won a victory against Great Britain and Holland. And this army force occupied Holland. 

After the achievements of French armies, the First Coalition smashed. 

The real reason for disruption was that all states of the coalition had different aims. So gradually 

all states withdrew from the war. And French armies won the wars. 

Peace Treaties 

 

France and  Prussia signed a treaty on 5 April 1795. After that treaty, France and Holland 

signed the peace treaty. 

Also France- Spain signed the peace treaty on  12 July 1795. 

The most important peace treaty signed between Prussia and France. The importance was that 

thanks to this agreement for the first time revolution government of France accepted by one of 

the great states of  Europe. 

But Austria and Great Britain did not sign any treaty with France. 

Napoleon’s Egypt Expedition 

 

This was Napoleon's project. The main goal was to force Great Britain to peace. But how was 

it going to be? Great Britain never fought on land. On the other hand, Great Britain had 

powerful navy forces so France could not fight on the sea. Actually, Egypt was really important 

for Great Britain because by using Egyptian ports Great Britain navy forces were being 

delivered to India. 
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On 19 May 1798, Napoleon navy moved from the port of Toulon. So under the leadership of 

Admiral Nelson navy of Great Britain moved and felt around for France navy. Finally, Admiral 

Nelson caught the French fleet in Alexandria. That occurs on the same date the British Navy 

gained a brilliant victory in the Battle of the Nile. 

Thanks to the Egyptian campaign, France had been involved in a struggle with two new state 

more. These states were the Ottoman Empire and Russia. After that Great Britain formed 

alliances with these 2 states.  

On March 18, 1799, The Napoleon army, attacked the army led by Cezar Ahmet Pasha in Akka. 

Early days of the conflict the French army was getting successes. But after a week later III. 

Selim sent the ‘'Nizam-ı Cedid'' army to Akka. So Napoleon lost the war. That was the first 

defeat of Napoleon. 

After the defeat of Akka, he returned to Cairo and defeated the Ottoman army at the Battle of 

Aboukir on 1 August 1799. Shortly after that incident, Napoleon received news which was 

about a political crisis in France but at that time the second coalition was founded. Also, Russia 

and the Ottoman Empire had joined the Second coalition and Austria was fighting again. 

Actually, Napoleon knew all these developments. He believed that France needed a strong 

leader for not affected by the consequences and also the welfare of France. Because of these 

reasons, he decided to return to France and leaving 3000 French soldiers in Egypt. On  August 

23, 1799, he reached France and on 9 November he staged a coup and got the government. 

On December 1799 Napoleon established a ‘'consulate'' regime with a constitution called the 

‘'13th constitution''. 

 

2.2. Second Coalition (1798-1802) 

 

It is the second part of the French Revolutionary wars. This coalition is generally the 

counterattack against the allies to get back the lands that the French Republic won in the First 

Coalition. 

This coalition was established when Napoleon was on an Egypt expedition. By the dint of this 

coalition, France has begun to be defeated in Europe. French army fighting in Southern 

Germany was defeated by the Austrians. In the battle of Novi, French forces were defeated by 

the Russian forces. Russians crossed Switzerland and occupied Northern Italy. When Napoleon 

returned to France, France was in a bad situation. Napoleon came to power by making the coup  
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Image 2.1.2: Map of Europe in 1789 [4] 

 

after that offered peace to Austria and Britain but did not get a positive answer. After that 

Napoleon started to war again and defeated Austrians in Southern Germany and Marengo. In 

this war, Austrians were alone because Russia withdrew from the war. After the successive 

defeats, Austria settled for peace. Austria and France signed the Luneville Peace Treaty. This 

peace treaty once again accepted the success of Compo Formia. After this peace treaty, Austria 

withdrew from the war. The second coalition began to fall apart. 

Reasons Why the Second Coalition Collapsed 

 

1) Ottoman Empire disagreed with Russia and Britain because Russia did not want to withdraw 

from the Seven Islands and Britain continued to occupy Egypt. 

2) Britain disagreed with Russia because Britain continued to occupy the Island of Malta. 

3) Austria disagreed with Russia because they both wanted to take land from Northern Italy. 

Status Of Britain After the Second Coalition 

 

• Britain was faced with internal difficulties. 

• Britain was experiencing financial and economic problems. 

• On March 27, 1802, the peace treaty was signed between Britain and France (Amiens 

peace treaty). 

 



 

27 

According to the peace treaty: 

➢ Britain will give back all colonies that it had captured from Spain and Netherland to these 

two countries, except for Trinidad and Seylan. 

➢ Britain will give back the Island of Malta and withdraw from Egypt. 

➢ France will withdraw the place to Pappy from Egypt. 

This Peace treaty was concern to Ottoman Empire. Peace accepted the territorial integrity of 

the Ottoman Empire as it was before the war. Ottoman Empire confirmed this peace. 

Napoleon’s Reforms 

 

 Bonaparte instituted lasting reforms, including higher education, a tax code, road and sewer 

systems, and established the Banque de France (central bank). He negotiated the Concordat of 

1801 with the Catholic Church, which sought to reconcile the mostly Catholic population to 

his regime. It was presented alongside the Organic Articles, which regulated public worship in 

France. Later that year, Bonaparte became President of the French Academy of Sciences and 

appointed Jean Baptiste Joseph Delambre as a Permanent Secretary. 

In May 1802, he instituted the Legion of Honour, a substitute for the old royalist decorations 

and orders of chivalry, to encourage civilian and military achievements; the order is still the 

highest decoration in France. His powers were increased by the Constitution of the Year X 

including Article 1. The French people name and the Senate proclaims Napoleon-Bonaparte 

First Consul for Life. After this, he was generally referred to as Napoleon rather than 

Bonaparte. 

Napoleon's set of civil laws, the Code Civil—now often known as the Napoleonic Code—was 

prepared by committees of legal experts under the supervision of Jean Jacques Régis de 

Cambacérès, the Second Consul. Napoleon participated actively in the sessions of the Council 

of State that revised the drafts. The development of the code was a fundamental change in the 

nature of the civil law legal system with its stress on clearly written and accessible law. Other 

codes were commissioned by Napoleon to codify criminal and commerce law; a Code of 

Criminal Instruction was published, which enacted rules of due process. 

 

2.3. Third Coalition (1803-1806) 

 

The Third Coalition was the first war of the Napoleonic Wars, beginning in 1805 when the 

Austrian Empire, Russian Empire, Sweden, the Kingdom of Naples, and the Kingdom of Sicily 
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joined Great Britain in an alliance against France. Napoleon won victories against Austrian 

offensives in northern Italy and Bavaria, destroying Austria at the Battle of San Bonifacio in 

Italy in early January 1805 and at Ulm and Austerlitz in Bavaria later in the year. Russia's army 

under Mikhail Kutuzov also invaded into Europe but met the same fate as the Austrians at 

Austerlitz alongside the Austrian army. In the end, France was the victor, having defeated the 

coalition many times. 

 

 

Image 2.1.3: Map of Europe in 1803 [5]. 

 

In 1800, the Second Coalition of Austria, Russia, and Great Britain among their lickspittles 

was defeated at the Battle of Hohenlinden and the coalition was forced to make peace with the 

Republic of France. Napoleon, the greatest general of France, later overthrew the word of 

“Republic” and founded the French Empire. Napoleon inherited the many puppet states of the 

republic that he created, including the Dutch Batavian Republic, the Swiss Helvetian Republic, 

and a coalition of German states that became their possessions in the "Confederation of the 

Rhine".  

In 1803, Great Britain, the chief enemy of France, declared war and began a naval blockade of 

the French coast. By January 1805, Britain had amassed a huge alliance of empires in Europe, 

with all but the Prussian kingdom and the Ottoman Empire on their side. The French prepared 

for the war with a large conscription effort, recruiting up to seven units at a time in Paris. When 

the Coalition declared war, France was joined in their alliance by their puppets as well as their 

loyal southern ally, Spain. 
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Austrian armies under Karl Mack von Leiberich prepared for an offensive in Bavaria, while 

Russian general Mikhail Kutuzov was ready to rendezvous with the Austrian army. In northern 

Italy, Archduke Charles prepared an army to encounter the French general Jean-Andre 

Massena, whose army was ready to, in turn, conquer Venice and push the Austrians out of 

Italy. Napoleon, meanwhile, amassed armies on the border with the Rhine river, alongside his 

marshals Joachim Murat, Michel Ney, and Louis-Nicolas Davout. 

The first battle of the war was fought in northern Italy in early January 1805. Massena's army 

crossed the Piave River and attacked Archduke Charles' army on the other side. The Battle of 

San Bonifacio was a French victory, although it was infamous for the high cost of the French 

army at the hands of their own grapeshot fire. Archduke Charles was wounded and returned 

home to recollect his strength, while his army was shattered and only a few units made it out 

alive. Massena, not willing to have his army die of frostbite in the cold of winter, ordered an 

attack on Venice, capturing the city without any major losses. Venice became an important 

French city, and it threatened Austria's capital of Vienna from the south. 

Meanwhile, Napoleon and his armies awaited conscript units from Paris. Paris was the main 

recruitment center for the French army, as it could produce a high amount of soldiers every 

week. The French armies awaited their units as General Mack awaited reinforcements from 

Kutuzov. Kutuzov's army started the war in southern Poland and marched through Prussia to 

join Mack in what they hoped would be a rendezvous that could shape the Allied victory. 

However, Russia was also focused on more important threats, such as the settling of scores 

with fellow Coalition member Sweden over the disputed province of Finland, as well as war 

with their traditional southern Muslim enemies, the Ottoman Empire. Russia's armies 

mobilized to the south, but none of these units were intended to act as replacements should 

Kutuzov lose a battle. Nevertheless, Kutuzov came to the aid of the Austrians in northern Italy, 

re-opening the front. 

Great Britain, not a land power in the Napoleonic Wars, readied its Admiral Horatio Nelson 

with a fleet of ships to the north of Spain in order to destroy the French navy of Admiral Pierre-

Charles Villeneuve. Villeneuve's fleet controlled the seas to the west of Portugal and was 

dispatched north to the English Channel in order to oversee the building of more French ships 

for a planned invasion of England. Boulogne was the site of a massive army planning to take 

and burn London, but Napoleon eventually realized that Austria and Russia were the biggest 

threats to land superiority, and he was unsure about if Prussia joined the Coalition. 
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2.4. Fourth Coalition (1806-1807) 

 

The fourth anti-French coalition composed of Prussia, Russia, Great Britain, Sweden, and 

Saxony was established on September 15, 1806. Prussia began the war. After Napoleon 

rejected the ultimatum of the Prussian king Friedrich Wilhelm III about the withdrawal of 

French troops from Germany and the dissolution of the Rhine Union, two Prussian armies 

moved to Hesse. But on October 14, 1806, in the battle of Jena-Auerstedt, Napoleon defeated 

the Prussian-Saxon army. For six weeks, the French occupied almost all of Prussia with its 

capital, Berlin. 

 

 

Image 2.1.4: Map of Europe in 1806 [6] 

 

Then the French army moved to the Vistula and the advanced units of the French occupied 

Warsaw. Meanwhile, Russian troops were gradually entering Poland under the command of 

Field Marshal Mikhail Kamensky, since the appearance of French troops in Poland, near the 

Russian border, directly affected the interests of Russia. Russian troops covered the Russian 

border, stationed in the area of the River Narev. 

After a series of local successes, the French laid siege to Danzig, which surrendered only in 

May 1807. From March 1807 to the very end of the war, the siege of Kohlberg lasted. 

The French troops, led by Napoleon himself, moved to Pułtusk in order to capture the crossings 

of the Narew and cut off the retreat from Poland from the Russian army. But after the battles 
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in the area of Pultusk and Goldmine, the Russian army was able to retreat beyond the Narew. 

Instead of the retired old Kamensky, Bennigsen was appointed its commander. Napoleon led 

his army beyond the Vistula to the winter quarters. 

On May 24, 1807, the army of Bennigsen attempted to cut off and defeat the detached corps of 

Nei from Gutstadt. However, of the nine divisions assigned to this operation, only four were 

able to complete the planned disposition at the appointed time, which allowed Ney to avoid 

encirclement and, after a fierce battle, the French retreated. 

On May 29, 1807, the French avant-garde, under the command of Marshal Soult, attacked the 

army of Bennigsen from Heilsberg. At nightfall, the stubborn and bloody battle in which 

Bennigsen was wounded ceased, without bringing success to either side. The next day, 

Napoleon moved around the Heilsberg positions, but Bennigsen did not get involved in a new 

battle and moved to Friedland. There, on June 2, 1807, a battle took place, which was ended 

with the complete defeat of Bennigan's army. 

As a result, the Russian army retreated to its territory behind the Neman and on July 7, 1807, 

the Tilsit peace was concluded 

According to the world of Tilsit: 

➢ The western borders of Prussia are the river Elbe; Napoleon built the Kingdom of 

Westphalia between the rivers Elbe and Rhine, and his brother Jerome headed this 

kingdom. 

➢ Napoleon took the lands that he acquired in the Polish division from Prussia, and Poland 

became independent, having created the Warsaw Grand Duchy in these lands. 

➢ Russia, Napoleon announced in November 1806 a "continental blockade" (Blocus 

Continental) to participate. 

➢ An agreement between the alliance was signed between Tilsit and France. According 

to this alliance, Napoleon will intervene in the world between the Ottoman Empire and 

Russia, as well as between Russia and France. But if these funds fail, Russia will 

become an ally of France against England; If Napoleon's mediation between the 

Ottoman state and Russia is unconvincing, then the European territory of the Ottoman 

state will be divided between Russia and France, with the exception of Istanbul and 

Rumelia. 

➢ Napoleon accepted the seizure of Russia by Finland. 
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The Continental Blockade and the Spanish Problem 

 

 After the victory of Napoleon, against England in 1806, the "continental blockade" was 

declared. In other words, he forbade European states to trade with England. All ships that 

brought goods from England and brought goods to England would be sunk when they were 

seen. However, Portugal created a "hole" in this continental blockade. Following this, 

Napoleon, together with Spain, invaded Portugal in November 1807. However, Napoleon, did 

not trust Spain. Having loaded Charles from the throne, his brother made King Joseph of Spain 

of Naples. This movement of Napoleon led to the emergence of a national uprising and 

resistance against Napoleon in Spain. The British also withdrew troops to Portugal. French 

troops were defeated in battles in Portugal and Spain. These riots, which began in Spain against 

Napoleon, gradually spread to other parts of Europe. 

In Prussia, a national uprising began against Napoleon. 

For Napoleon, fate began to change. The magnificent period, which began with Kampo Formio, 

marks the end of ten years later.   The liberation struggle in Spain was one of the first national 

wars and one of the first appearances of large partisan movements. 

Although during the French occupation, the French destroyed the Spanish administration, 

which split into provincial junta (the revived national government strengthened in Cadiz in 

1810) and was unable to recruit, train, or equip an effective army,  Napoleon's inability to 

reassure the Spanish people allowed the Spanish, British and Portuguese forces remain in 

Portugal and pester French forces at the borders, and Spanish partisans destroy the invaders in 

Spain itself. 

By acting in concert, the regular and irregular forces of the Allies prevented the subordination 

of the rebellious Spanish provinces. 

 The devastating civil wars between the liberal and absolutist factions, which began with troops 

trained in this war, continued in Iberia until the 1850s. 

The crisis caused by the upheavals of the invasion and revolution contributed to the 

independence of most Spanish colonies in America and the separation of Brazil from Portugal. 

2.5. Fifth Coalition (1809) - The Trend of Nationalism in Europe 

 

Moving the idea of liberating all of Europe as a flag, Napoleon began to find the masses against 

himself. This weapon was first sent to Napoleon in Spain. 
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 The Spaniards fought rival battles against the French forces, were now called "partisans". 

Seeing that Napoleon was in trouble in Spain, Austria moved its army to Bavaria in April 1809. 

Thus the war began. The battle, which determined the outcome of the war, took place on July 

9, 1809, in Wagram. But Austria was again defeated. 

In this battle, the Russian tsar, who made an alliance with Napoleon in Erfurt, betrayed 

Napoleon. According to the alliances of Tilsit and Erfurt, in the Austrian-French war, Russia, 

which was supposed to support France, put pressure on this state, massaging troops on the 

borders of Austria, but Tsar Alexander said that he would send a message to Austria and would 

not take any action. Thus, while Austria battled Napoleon, knowing that Russia would not shoot 

him. 

 

 

Image 2.1.5: Map of Europe in 1809 [7] 

 

Russia, which benefited from the battle of Austria-France, expanded its territory. Russia  

betrayed to Austria in Galicia. Tsar Alexander, who knew this opportunity, invaded Galicia. It 

was nothing but indirect assistance to Austria. 

Peace between France and Austria was signed on October 14, 1809, in Vienna. Respectively: 

➢ The lands of Galicia were divided into two parts, and Western Galicia was given to the 

Grand Duchy of Warsaw, to Eastern Galicia or to Russia. 

➢ Austria and the Federal Republic of Austria provided the Confederation of the Rhine. 

Salzburg received a rest in Austria in Austria. 

➢ He left Austria, Istria, Trieste, and Fiume with parts of Croatia to France. 
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The French Invasion of Russia (Patriotic War of 1812) 

 

This was a turning point in the Napoleonic Wars. It was the greatest and bloodiest of the 

Napoleonic campaigns that shattered the reputation of Napoleon and weakened French 

hegemony in Europe. 

It began on 24 June 1812 and ended on 14 December 1812 which means war lasted almost 5 

months. 

 

France and Russia had fundamentally conflicting agendas. Both were militarily powerful 

countries with ambitions to expand. Both wanted to dominate Europe, especially fragmented 

Eastern Europe. 

Alexander I, who was the Russian Emperor of that time, wanted to take Moldavia and 

Wallachia from the Ottomans, and even had aspirations to take Constantinople and give Russia 

direct access to the Mediterranean from the Black Sea. Napoleon was equally determined to 

keep the Russians out of the Mediterranean.  

The Continental Blockade 

 

Trade with Britain had been vastly more valuable than trade with France, and many Russian 

nobles and merchants suffered financial hardship as a result. 

Russia had little industry and had to import many manufactured goods. In December 1810 

Russia opened its ports to UK ships and made tariffs on imports by land, such as French goods, 

much higher than those on goods, mostly British, coming by sea. 

Poland 

 

The Treaty of Tilsit between France and Prussia in 1807 had established the Grand Duchy of 

Warsaw as a French satellite. 

French influence in the Grand Duchy of Warsaw angered many Russians, who saw the area as 

part of their sphere of influence. Napoleon attempted to satisfy the Russians by refusing the 

recreate the Kingdom of Poland, but the tension remained. 
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Napoleon's Plans 

 

Napoleon's aim was to win an overwhelming victory somewhere in western Russia as quickly 

as possible, ideally within the first twenty days of the campaign. He hoped that Alexander 

would see reason once his armies had been destroyed and agree to fully implement the 

Continental System. 

Napoleon had to decide which side of the marshes to operate - the northern side offered a 

quicker route to Moscow and would also allow him to threaten St Petersburg, while the 

southern route (via Kiev) offered better weather and more fertile country but would take longer. 

Napoleon decided to attack in the north. 

Napoleon realized that tactics of living off the land wouldn't work in Russia – created a supply 

system, but failed at its transportation 

the speed with which their supply convoys could move. They were already behind schedule at 

the very start of the campaign and things never really got better. The wagons got bogged down 

on Russia's mud roads, the animal herds moved much slower than expected and the army 

moved far further east than anyone had planned. 

On June 24, 1812, the Grande Armée of 680,000 men, the largest army assembled up to that 

point in European history, crossed the river Neman and headed towards Moscow. 

Through a series of long marches, Napoleon pushed the army rapidly through Western Russia 

in an attempt to engage and destroy the Russian army, winning a number of minor engagements 

and a major battle at Smolensk in August. Napoleon hoped the battle would win the war for 

him, but the Russian army slipped away and continued the retreat, leaving Smolensk to burn. 

As the Russian army fell back, scorched-earth (a military strategy that aims to destroy anything 

that might be useful to the enemy while it is advancing through or withdrawing from a location) 

tactics were employed, resulting in villages, towns and crops being destroyed and forcing the 

French to rely on a supply system that was incapable of feeding their large army in the field.  

On 7 September, the French caught up with the Russian army which had dug itself in on 

hillsides before a small town called Borodino, seventy miles west of Moscow. The battle that 

followed was the bloodiest single-day action of the Napoleonic Wars, with 72,000 casualties, 

and a narrow French victory. The Russian army withdrew the following day, leaving the French 

again without the decisive victory Napoleon sought. A week later, Napoleon entered Moscow, 

which the Russians had abandoned and burned. 

On September 14, 1812, Napoleon moved into an empty city. Relying on classical rules of 

warfare aimed at capturing the enemy's capital (even though Saint Petersburg was the political 
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capital at that time, Moscow was the spiritual capital of Russia), Napoleon had expected Tsar 

Alexander I to offer his capitulation at the Poklonnaya Hill, but the Russian command did not 

think of surrendering. 

The capture of Moscow proved a pyrrhic victory since the Russians had no intention of 

negotiating with Napoleon for peace. 

As Napoleon prepared to enter Moscow he was surprised to have received no delegation from 

the city. Before the order was received to evacuate Moscow, the city had a population of 

approximately 270,000 people. As Napoleon entered the Kremlin, only one-third of the original 

population remained in the city, mainly consisting of foreign tradespersons, servants, and 

people who were unable or simply unwilling to flee. 

After entering Moscow, the Grande Armée, unhappy with military conditions and no sign of 

victory, began looting what little remained within the city. The same evening, the first fires 

began to break out, spreading and reemerging over the next few days. 

Two-thirds of Moscow was comprised of buildings made of wood. It burnt down almost 

completely, effectively depriving the French of shelter in the city. French historians assume 

that the fires were due to Russian sabotage. Lev Tolstoy in War and Peace – a fire was the 

natural result of placing a wooden city in the hands of strangers in wintertime. 

Sitting in the ashes of a ruined city without having received the Russian capitulation and facing 

a Russian maneuver forcing him out of Moscow, Napoleon started his long retreat by the 

middle of October. At the Battle of Maloyaroslavets, Kutuzov was able to force the French 

army into using the very same Smolensk road on which they had earlier moved East and which 

had already been stripped of food supplies by both armies.  

Supplying the army became an impossibility; the lack of grass weakened the army's remaining 

horses, almost all of which died or were killed for food by starving soldiers. As starvation and 

disease took their toll the desertion rate soared. the French military position collapsed. 

Elements of the Grande Armée were defeated by the Russians at different battles.  

In early December 1812, Napoleon learned that General Claude de Malet had attempted a coup 

back in France. He abandoned the army and returned home. 

Chandler believes that the main reason for the campaign's failure was logistics. The French 

overestimated the traffic capacity of the roads, meaning that supply convoys were always late. 

There were less grain and fodder available than they had forecast. The depots were too far to 

the rear and the Russian scorched earth policy meant that the army could not find supplies 

locally. 
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2.6. The Sixth Coalition (March 1813 – May 1814) 

 

 

Image 2.1.5: Map of Europe in 1813 [8]. 

 

After the disastrous French invasion of Russia of 1812, the continental powers joined Russia, 

the United Kingdom, Portugal and the rebels in Spain who were already at war with France. 

The War of the Sixth Coalition saw major battles at Lützen, Bautzen, and Dresden. The even 

larger Battle of Leipzig (also known as the Battle of Nations) was the largest battle in European 

history before World War I. Ultimately, Napoleon's earlier setbacks in Russia and Germany 

proved to be the seeds of his undoing. With their armies reorganized, the allies drove Napoleon 

out of Germany in 1813 and invaded France in 1814. 

The Allies defeated the remaining French armies, occupied Paris, and forced Napoleon to 

abdicate and go into exile. 

The Treaty of Fontainebleau was an agreement established in Fontainebleau, France, in 1814 

between Napoleon I and representatives from the Austrian Empire, Russia, and Prussia. With 

this treaty, the allies ended Napoleon's rule as emperor of France and sent him into exile on 

Elba. 

The Treaty of Paris, signed in 1814, ended the war between France and the Sixth Coalition. 

The treaty set the borders for France under the House of Bourbon and restored territories to 

other nations. It is sometimes called the First Peace of Paris, as another one followed in 1815. 
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The allies had agreed to reduce France to her 1792 borders and restore the independence of 

her neighbors after Napoleon Bonaparte's defeat. 

Boundaries were to be concluded within the next two months at a congress involving all 

belligerents of the Napoleonic Wars. This provision resulted in the Congress of Vienna, held 

between September 1814 and June 1815. 

The Congress of Vienna was a meeting of ambassadors of European states held in Vienna from 

November 1814 to June 1815. The objective of the Congress was to provide a long-term peace 

plan for Europe by settling critical issues arising from the French Revolutionary Wars and the 

Napoleonic Wars. The goal was not simply to restore old boundaries but to resize the main 

powers so they could balance each other and remain at peace.  

In a technical sense, the "Congress of Vienna" was not properly a congress: it never met in 

plenary session, and most of the discussions occurred in informal, face-to-face sessions among 

the Great Powers of Austria, Britain, France, Russia, and sometimes Prussia 

The congress was the first occasion in history where, on a continental scale, national 

representatives came together to formulate treaties, instead of relying mostly on messages 

among the several capitals. 

Russia was given most of the Duchy of Warsaw (Poland) and was allowed to keep Finland 

(which it had annexed from Sweden in 1809 and held until 1917). 

Prussia was given three-fifths of Saxony, parts of the Duchy of Warsaw (the Grand Duchy of 

Posen), Danzig, and the Rhineland/Westphalia. 

3. AFTERMATH OF THE WAR 

3.1. The Congress Of Vienna 

Get together in 1814–15 that rearranged Europe after the Napoleonic Wars. It started in 

September 1814, five months after Napoleon I's first resignation and finished its "Last Act" in 

June 1815, instantly before the Waterloo battle and the last thrashing of Napoleon. The 

settlement was the most-thorough arrangement that Europe had ever observed. 

3.1.1. Delegates 

Agents started to land in Vienna at the part of the arrangement. All of Europe sent its most-

significant statesmen. Klemens, Prince von Metternich, chief priest of Austria, spoke to his 

sovereign, Francis I. Tsar Alexander I of Russia coordinated his tact. Ruler Frederick William 

III of Prussia had Karl, Prince von Hardenberg, as his chief pastor. Extraordinary Britain was 
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spoken to by its outside priest, Viscount Castlereagh. At the point when Castlereagh needed 

to come back to his parliamentary obligations, the Duke of Wellington supplanted him, and 

Lord Clancarty was head agent after the duke's takeoff. The reestablished Louis XVIII of 

France sent Charles-Maurice de Talleyrand. Spain, Portugal, and Sweden had just men of 

moderate capacity to speak to them. A significant number of the leaders of the minor conditions 

of Europe put in an appearance. 

3.1.2. The Congress Of Vienna’s Major Players 

Great Britain 

- They wanted to hold colonies that they overtake from France and the Netherlands.  

- They opposed Russian expansion and pushed to strengthen The German and Italian states.  

Russia  

- They wanted to control Poland.  

- They wanted to establish a warm-sea port on the Black Sea which lay in the Ottoman Empire 

hands. 

Austria 

- They desired order in Europe.  

- They wanted to establish North Italy.  

Prussia 

- Prussia wanted to annex the whole of Saxony as Saxony was allied to Napoleon. 

- They also wanted to annex the Rhein area.  

3.1.3. Act of Congress of Vienna 

In the wake of Napoleon's destruction, Europe is left profoundly muddled after almost 25 years 

of transformation and war.  

Under the administration of the four incredible victors over France: the United Kingdom, 

Austria, Prussia, and Russia, the European nations meet in Vienna to decide the destiny of the 

regions that were broken by the Napoleonic victories, and remake an European request.  

Two standards rule the arrangements: the conservation of political balance among the forces, 

and the reclamation of old lines, driven out by the progressive wave.  

The choices taken in Vienna redraw the political guide of Europe. We can condense the 

demonstration of Congress of Vienna like this:  

The United Kingdom has no regional cases on the European landmass. Progressively worried 

about building up its pilgrim domain, for example, Cape Colony which has a place with 
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Holland in South Africa and guaranteeing the security of its business shipping paths, it gets 

a specific number of islands, for example, the islet of Helgoland in the North Sea(Denmark), 

Malta and the Ionian islands in the Mediterranean,Ceylon, Trinidad island in the Antilles and 

Guyana in South America. 

Prussia repossessed some lands in Poland such as Posen territory. Thus, Prussia extent its lands 

in the east again. Prussia’s gains in the west: over half of Saxony, and above all, the greater 

part of the Rhineland, a big part of Westphalia, Swedish Pomerania, include a part of the Grand 

Duchy of Warsaw. With these acquisitions, Prussia definitively obtains the status of great 

European power. 

Russia secures its takeover of Finland. Russia took a big part of the Grand Duchy of Warsaw. 

Austria, Prussia, and Russia shared Poland lands. And they let Polish people who live in these 

lands his autonomy. But they didn’t put the use of this. Just Russia had some short term 

application in 1815. 

Austria took the East Galicia from Poland. In South, Austria took Lombardy and Venice and 

reached up to Po River but lost Belgium. Austria’s most important gain in the Congress of 

Vienna was held Germany in discursively in spite of Prussia. Metternich used all of his 

diplomatic skills for this victory. After all, Austria increased its population. 

The Netherlands became a kingdom again, achieved its independence under the management 

of the Orange Dynasty. However, The Netherlands was united with Belgium in the way English 

wants and it was called the State of Nederland. Also, Great Luxembourg Duchy was given to 

the king of the Netherlands (I. Willem). The reason why Britain united the Netherlands with 

Belgium, it was to establish a strong state that could put pressure on France from the north. 

Sweden lost Finland. For this reason, Norway was given to Sweden. Denmark was punished in 

the Congress of Vienna because of the coalition with Napoleon in 1807.  

France, a vanquished control, recaptures roughly its borders of 1792. To check its regional 

aspirations, two buffer states are fortified at its borders: within the north, the kingdom of the 

Netherlands, which incorporates Belgium, is made, though, within the south, the kingdom of 

Piedmont-Sardinia recuperates Savoy, the district of Decent, and extends to incorporate the 

locale of Genoa. 

Holy Roman Empire got smaller and turned into German Confederation. Before this Congress, 

the Holy Roman Empire was Confederation of Rhine and had 360 states. After the congress 

German Confederation has 38 states. And Austria took charge of German Confederation. This 

means Germany was brought under control from Austria. 
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Italy took the Kingdom of Sardinia, Nice, Savoie, and Genoa. Thus, Italy became a powerful 

state near France. The princes of Austria started to govern the Grand Duchy of Tuscany and 

Modena. The head of Duchy of Parma has given to Napoleon’s second wife Marie-Louis who 

is the daughter of the Austrian Emperor. In this way, Austria’s forcefulness in Italy was 

increasing. In central Italy, the presence of the Papal State was accepted. And in South Italy, 

Spanish Bourbons reinstated to both Kingdoms of Sicily. 

Switzerland was becoming an independent and permanent neutral state that took place from 22 

Canton. Thus, an independent state was added between France and Austria.  

A decision by the Vienna Congress at the outside of political problems was the prohibition of 

black captivity and trade. In this, it isn't impossible to see the impact of the concept of human 

rights and freedom spread by the French Revolution. Because for the first time, in 1794, the 

Convention Administration removed the black captivity and trade. Convention thought the 

slave trade is against human rights. So by the decision, they made on that date; this trade was 

banned in the French colonies. But Napoleon again allowed the black trade in 1802. In addition 

to this, the UK banned trade in 1806 and the United States in 1808. Indeed, it was the UK that 

proposed the prohibition of black trade in the Vienna Congress. While Congress of Vienna 

noting that the slave trade is backward and brutal. Even so, congressional decisions can not 

completely prohibit the slave trade. The decision of when and how to prohibit the slave trade 

was let to the government members who sign the final deed. 

 French Historian A. Debidour evaluated the Congress of Vienna, he says; 

‘Diplomats of 1815, gave their one year for equipping Europe with the worst acts. For a fix, 

this world needs a century.’ 

 

3.1.4. Congress Of Vienna And Ottoman Empire 

Because of Napoleon’s Egypt War, the Ottoman Empire was a state which waged a battle 

against France. Metternich, representative of Austria, invited the Ottoman Empire because of 

the fact that England was worried about Russia’s expansion on the Ottoman Empire’s lands. 

The Ottoman Empire, however, refused to participate in the Vienna Congress.  

The first reason was that the Ottoman Empire thought that if its territorial integrity was 

guaranteed by the European countries, they had a charge of the Ottoman Empire. The second 

reason was that with the Treaty of Bucharest, the Ottoman Empire gave some privileges on 

autonomy for Serbs and gave privileges to non-Muslim Ottoman citizens in the Mediterranean 

islands and other places. However, these concessions were not clearly defined. The Ottoman 
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Empire feared that if in the Congress they disagreed with Serbs, Russia would gain rights up 

to independence. The third reason was that the Ottoman Empire was afraid  if Russia offers 

Moldavia and Wallachia issues to Congress. 

When the Congress of Vienna gathered, Russia tried to turn the status of Christian people lives 

in the Ottoman Empire in their favor. Now, Russians talked about the Ottoman Empire with 

the name of “Eastern Problem”. After that, this expression was going to be more popular in 

European diplomacy. 

In the second half of the 19th century; the expression of Eastern Question meant territorial 

integrity and in the 20th century, it was used as sharing the territory of the Turks in Europe and 

dividing of all lands belonged to the Ottoman Empire. 

In Congress of Vienna; even though the Ottoman Empire did not join the Congress, England 

and Austria brought forward an idea about the territorial integrity of the Ottoman Empire. They 

said the territorial integrity of the Ottoman Empire must be guaranteed by Europeans. But this 

idea did not please Russia. Therefore, Russia demanded the same guarantee for the Spanish 

Colonies in South America. And this time this idea did not please England. After that England 

stepped back and gave up insist on the territorial integrity of the Ottoman Empire. 

4. NAPOLEONIC WARS AND THE ECONOMY 

 

Great Britain: From 1813-1817 Great Britain spent almost 35 million pounds in safeguard, 

contrasted with 7 million during the previous years. When thinking about British fares, history 

specialists have seen that the last two many years of the 1700s held high paces of exchange 

since America was bringing in numerous British merchandise. Besides, the French, Dutch, 

Spanish, and others were prohibited from global business, making Britain the biggest provider 

of products in Europe. As a result of flourishing in exchange, it might have appeared that the 

British economy was progressing nicely; in any case, this was not the situation for some English 

individuals. The fortifications for the war came at no little expense. Individuals were left in 

destitution and wretchedness with high assessment rates, staggering expense of living, and high 

joblessness rates. The absence of employments left numerous men choosing to join the military, 

additionally causing an ascent in death rates. After the war, many were left destitute and 

devastated. Many scrutinized Britain's capacity to remake its economy. A outstanding 

gathering, The Female Reform Society of Manchester, scrutinized the built up structures of 

government and thought about whether the main ones profiting were those of the "degenerate" 
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nobility. In spite of the fact that this was only one gathering, they typified the contemplations 

and conclusions of numerous English individuals after the war. 

France: Napoleon helped French businesses with defensive levies and the Continental 

Blockade, tied them over money related challenges with credits on simple terms, opened up 

new markets for French items in his growing realm, and took up any leeway of work by broad 

open works. Napoleon himself was not exceptionally enamored with free enterprise. He 

supported French business by the augmentation and upkeep of all roads of vehicle and 

exchange, and by the supply and dauntlessness of cash, yet he disheartened it by the thousand 

and one guidelines of the Continental Blockade. At long last respecting objections, he issued 

(1810–11) licenses for the fare of specific merchandise to Britain, and the import of sugar, 

espresso, and other remote items. He charged for these licenses, and a decent arrangement of 

preference and debasement went into their issuance. The initial thirteen years of Napoleon's 

standard gave France the best success she had ever known. Notwithstanding that data, in 1800 

the number of inhabitants in France was roughly 28 million; in 1813 it was 30 million. 
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