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LETTER FROM SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Most distinguished participants, 

It is an honor for me to welcome you all to the third edition of TOBB ETÜ Model United Nations 

Conference. As the Secretary-General of ETUMUN 2019, I would like to start with introducing 

myself briefly. My name is Simay Çalışkan and I am a junior Industrial Engineering student in 

TOBB ETÜ. I started my MUN career with the first edition of ETUMUN and took part in various 

conferences ever since. Therefore, I would gladly say that ETUMUN has a very special place in 

my heart and I am more than happy to serve you as the Secretary-General of such a prestigious 

conference.  

This year, with the help of my one and only Deputy Secretary-General Şebnem Yaren and 

assistance of our amazing academic advisors Onat Yiğit and Zeynep Esendemir, we shaped 7 

different committees focusing on various topics and with different MUN experience level 

requirements so that every one of our participants could find a committee which suits them the 

best. Our Academic Team has worked hard to provide you the most detailed and on-to-point Study 

Guides possible and in my honest opinion, they achieved their goals. I would like to thank the 

Under-Secretary-General of this committee, Massih Bayat, for his invaluable hard work and 

efforts.  

I hope every single one of you will enjoy your times the fullest during the upcoming 4 days and 

widen your view on world problems while making life-long friendships. I cannot wait to see how 

you will shape the reality with your ideas.  

 

Kindest Regards, 

Simay Çalışkan 

Secretary-General of ETUMUN 2019 
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LETTER FROM UNDER-SECRETARY GENERAL 

Dear Delegates, 

As your Under Secretary-General I have the utmost pleasure to welcome you all to TOBB ETU 

Model United Nations 2019. 

Our generation enjoys unprecedented technological, scientific, and financial resources; which we 

should use to chart a course towards a more sustainable, equitable, and inclusive future. Yet 

perhaps this is the first generation to take the world to the brick of a systematical breakdown. Still, 

there are many signs of progress and many reasons for hope which is where United Nations comes 

into play. 

Humanity has become remarkably adept at understanding how to mitigate conventional risks, solve 

multiplicative interconnected issues, and conclude colossal crises. 

As long as there is unprecedented freedom and substantial growth there will be a dire need for 

highly intelligent, experienced, and enthusiastic diplomats to carry this prodigious, massive 

burden. These people should be ready so when the risks and crises cascade can act in an agile and 

appropriate fashion. As an activist and enthusiast, I believe there is no better alternative, to start or 

better yet set a strong foundation for such intellectuals, than Model United Nations.  

Although this is probably the most important value MUN advocates, its most definitely not the 

only one. Participants will improve their critical thinking, public speaking, and most remarkably 

their confidence. Which thereby can change the world around them the way they see best fit to. As 

an Iranian undergraduate in Turkey I’ve experienced significant advancements in my life through 

skills developed through MUN. having been a typical nerd almost up to my sophomore year at 

high school, in which I migrated to Turkey; having no experience in Turkish, Model United Nation 

became my breakthrough. despite all the boredom and exhaustion, I suddenly found a doorway to 

become the individual I had always dreamed myself to be. 

As United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) committee we will discuss emerging issues 

of Marine Pollution and excessive plastic usage and Potential Implementations For U.S. 

Withdrawal From Paris Agreement on Climate Change. 
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As your Under-secretary General; I grantee that we will provide you with a remarkable experience 

that will help you improve yourself as a person and broaden your knowledge on international 

relations and international policymaking.  

Lastly if you any inquiries in regards with our conference or topics please don’t hesitate to contact 

me through massbyt@gmail.com,  

Sincerely Yours, 

Massih Bayat   

mailto:massbyt@gmail.com
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1.INTRODUCTION TO THE COMMITTEE  

 

The United Nations Environment Assembly first organized at June 2012, following the demand of 

worlds leaders for strengthening of United Nations Environment (UNE) at RIO+20, United 

Nations Conference on Sustainable Development; embodies a world that puts environment on top 

of the priority list. UNEA follows decades of international effort started at UN Conference on 

Human Environment at Stockholm 1972 which aimed to create a system of international 

environmental governance.  

The first and second sessions of UNEA saw the adoption of several resolutions on issues ranging 

from illegal trade in wildlife to green economy and adoption of a Ministerial Outcome Document 

that called for the achievement of “an ambitious, universal implementable and realizable Post-

2015 Development Agenda” which brought a new sight to the sustainable development goals, in 

second session in 2014. 

The third session took place in Nairobi (capital of Kenia) 2-6th December, and attempted to address 

urging issues of land, water, marine and air pollution. Adopting 11 resolution on the 

aforementioned sub-topics, it was wildly regarded as a success and saw the attendance of 4300 

delegates from 170 countries and 700 representatives of stakeholders, governmental organizations 

and other relevant major groups. 

The fourth session was held in Nairobi 11-15th March 2019 and was themed “Innovative solutions 

for environmental challenges and sustainable consumptions and production”. It aimed to address 

environmental challenges related to poverty and natural resources management, sustainable food 

systems, food security, biodiversity lost, business development at time of rapid technological 

change and waste of energy and chemicals. 
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2. INTRODUCTION TO AGENDA ITEM NO.1: MARINE POLLUTION AND EXCESSIVE 

PLASTIC USAGE 

 

Marine pollution, generally referring to all forms of pollutant that contaminant Oceans and seas, 

is an argent issue that requires our unprecedented attention and adoption of new policies. There 

are now more than 500 dead zones covering more than 245,000 km² globally, equivalent to the 

surface of the United Kingdom. 

The issue of Marine pollution, unlike the common perception, is a very complex issue. Many 

factors such as economy, biodiversity and food chain can be gravely affected even with the 

slightest changes to marine ecosystem. 

A considerable number of countries’ economies are highly dependent in usage of plastic and 

dumping their wastage to the oceans, any change to the system of the businesses that rely in these 

sources can result in considerable Gross Domestic Product loss and many job losses. 

Still there is no doubt that we have to address the issue of marine pollution due to its numerous 

threats; currently Over 220 million tons of plastic are produced each year which is one of the main 

pollutants of the marine ecosystem and unfortunately there is no evidence suggesting that this 

number is going down. 

Although different countries are adopting some certain policies that are proven to be useful such 

as banning usage of single-use plastic, there is no doubt that there is a lack of effort in this area. 

The latest convention and international protocol that was adopted was written more than 20 years 

ago and only 51 countries have signed it which only goes to prove that a subsequent updated 

international policy should be adopted. 

 

2.1. Definition of Key Words  

 

Marine: Word marine comes from the adjective marine, meaning "of the sea", via French marin 

("of the sea") from Latin marinus ("of the sea") itself from mare ("sea"), from Proto-Indo-European 

*móri ("body of water, lake") (cognate with Old English mere ("sea, lake"), 
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IMO: The International Maritime Organization (IMO) is a specialized agency of the United 

Nations that is responsible for measures to improve the safety and security of international 

shipping and to prevent marine pollution caused by ships. 

Biodiversity: The variety of plant and animal life in the world or in a particular habitat. A high 

level of which is usually considered to be important and desirable. 

Single-use Plastic: Single-use plastics, often also referred to as disposable plastics, are commonly 

used for plastic packaging and include items intended to be used only once before they are thrown 

away or recycled. These include, among other items, grocery bags, food packaging, bottles, straws, 

containers, cups and cutlery. 

Dead Zones: Dead zones are hypoxic (low-oxygen) areas in the world's oceans and large lakes, 

caused by excessive nutrient pollution from human activities coupled with other factors that 

deplete the oxygen required to support most marine life in bottom and near-bottom water. 

Fertilizers: Farmers turn to fertilizers because these substances contain plant nutrients such as 

nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium. Fertilizers are simply plant nutrients applied to agricultural 

fields to supplement required elements found naturally in the soil. Fertilizers have been used since 

the starting days of agriculture. 

Fukushima Incident: Following a major earthquake, a 15-metre tsunami disabled the power 

supply and cooling of three Fukushima Daiichi reactors, causing a nuclear accident on 11 March 

2011. All three cores largely melted in the first three days. 

Gross Domestic Product: The Gross Domestic Product measures the value of economic activity 

within a country. Strictly defined, GDP is the sum of the market values, or prices, of all final goods 

and services produced in an economy during a period of time. 

DDT: DDT (dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane) was outlawed in Britain in 1986 and banned as a 

pesticide worldwide under the Stockholm Convention in 2001 after it was discovered to be 

dangerous to wildlife and the environment. 

Dioxins and Furans: Dioxins, in their purest form, look like crystals or a colorless solid. Most 

dioxins and furans are not man-made or produced intentionally but are created when other 

chemicals or products are made. 
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TBT: Tributyltin (TBT) is an umbrella term for a class of organotin compounds which contain the 

(C4H9)3Sn group, with a prominent example being tributyltin oxide. For 40 years TBT was used 

as a biocide in anti-fouling paint, commonly known as bottom paint, applied to the hulls of ocean-

going vessels. 

Artificial Light: Artificial light, as opposed to natural light, refers to any light source that is 

produced by electrical means. Artificial lighting has many different applications and is used both 

in home and commercially. 

Circadian Rhythms: A circadian rhythm is a roughly 24-hour cycle in the physiological processes 

of living beings, including plants, animals, fungi and cyanobacteria. 

Sonar Devices: Sonar (originally an acronym for sound navigation ranging) is a technique that 

uses sound propagation (usually underwater, as in submarine navigation) to navigate, 

communicate with or detect objects on or under the surface of the water, such as other vessels. 

Ocean Mining: Deep sea mining is a mineral retrieval process that takes place on the ocean floor. 

Ocean mining sites are usually around large areas of polymetallic nodules or active and extinct 

hydrothermal vents. 

 

2.2. Marine Pollution  

 

Marine pollution is the contamination or presence of pollutants in oceans and seas. Knowing the 

distinction of marine pollution from water pollution is absolutely essential for our committees’ 

proceedings. Water pollution is defined as presence of toxic chemicals and biological agents that 

exceed what is naturally found in the water which may or may not pose any danger to humans and 

other life forms. Water pollution, just like marine pollution, is widely regarded as a result of 

mankind’s actions.  

As the distinction suggests, their pollution forms are also different in that water pollution can be 

chemical, radiological, and biological while marine pollution can be toxic pollution, eutrophic 

pollution, plastic pollution and acidification which will be explained more thoroughly. Also, it is 



 

9 
 

useful to note that water pollution is generally a caused by disposal of chemical while marine 

pollution is caused by wastage dump and ocean mining.  

Due to the vastness of oceans until recently, we assumed the no matter how many wastages and 

chemical we would dump into ocean, the effects wouldn’t be severe enough to require any 

attention. Nevertheless, now it’s apparent that imbalance generated by pollutants in marine 

ecology has caused various diseases to both plants and animals.  

Marine environment protection was not considered as an issue of urgent priority until ratification 

of the London Convention in 1975 which implemented regulatory programs and prohibited the 

disposal of hazardous materials to sea.  

Many of these pollutants sink in the oceans’ depths or float far from their sources, considering that 

small marine organisms and also sea food animals usually caught, these chemicals are what these 

living organisms consume and therefore affect the consumers of seafood.  

Marine pollution, if not addressed, will eventually change the biodiversity of the marine system 

which will thereby cause disfunctions in marine food chain, not to mention all different faculties 

that oceans and seas poses. 

 

3.3. Types of Marine Pollution  

 

Pollution of the earths largest bodies can take several forms; 

• Toxic and Chemical Pollutions: Toxic and chemical pollution is the introduction of 

harmful contaminants. There are different chemicals that we release to the marine system. 

It’s important to keep in mind that many of this pollutant neither get dissolved or 

fragmented and therefore cause dangerous effects. Some examples are given below; 

- Nutrient-packed fertilizers: fertilizers that are applied to farms end up in oceans often 

from dumping into local streams trigger massive blooms of algae that rob the water of 

the oxygen leaving Dead Zones where only a few marine organisms can survive.  

- DDT (Dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane): is probably the best known and most useful 

organochlorine insecticide in the world which was used since 1945 for agricultural 
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purposes. This tasteless, colorless chemical is extremely toxic and can cause immediate 

death of the organism that consumes it. Nevertheless, it’s introduced the same way as 

the nutrient packed fertilizers and arguably in the same capacity of them.  

- Dioxins and furans: Dioxins and furans are the abbreviated or short name for a family 

of toxic substance which is a waste of production of municipal solid waste incinerator, 

copper smelter, cement kiln or coal fired power plant. These toxins have proven to 

cause negative changes in hormone and fetus development systems resulting in 

decreased ability to reproduce and suppressed immune system. 

- Radioactive Waste: usually the byproduct of nuclear power generation and other 

applications of nuclear fissions, is a health risk and a huge threat to the marine life. 

There were a lot of liquid waste dumped to the oceans up to 1993 in which a Russian 

navy vessel directly dumped a considerable amount of waste to the Sea of Japan and 

caught the attention of the public and Boris Yeltsin president of Russia started the 

movement of banning the dumping of radioactive waste. As it’s apparent with 

Fukushima incident and its effect surrounding the marine system, it can cause huge 

mutations in marine organisms that cause a wide range of issues from reproductivity of 

the organism to marine food chain.  

- Tributyltin (TBT): this chemical leach from the paint into the seas and are absorbed by 

marine organisms, it’s important to acknowledge the fact that this chemical is 

considered to be one that we most deliberately release to the marine environment by 

having our ships and naval properties painted. This chemical is similar to dioxins and 

furans has hormone-disrupting properties. 

• Eutrophication Marine Pollution: Nitrogen and Phosphate eutrophication in marine 

ecosystem effects breading process in that different chemical nutrients such as fertilizers 

diminish the quality of water and also reduces the oxygen in the water which leads to 

inhabitable condition to marine life. Implementation of mitigation strategies has proven to 

be useful for phosphate while due to compounds mobility and volatility, we haven’t had 

much luck with nitrogen. Although there are a slew of arguments about strategies must be 

implemented simultaneously for both compounds, such efforts have been minimal and 

unfortunately not very successful. 
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• Light Pollution: One of the biggest types of the pollution in marine ecosystem is artificial 

light in the night. Light easily spreads across the globe and penetrates under the water, 

creating a vastly different world for marine life. Light disrupts the normal cues associated 

with circadian rhythms, to which species have evolved timing of migration, reproducing, 

and feeding. Artificial light at night can make it easier for predators to find smaller fish 

prey and can affect breeding in reef fish. 

Scientists are just beginning to understand effects of artificial light on marine life which 

implies a need for extensive research and funding. This issue can easily be regarded as 

the hardest to solve and overcome.  

• Acidification: Oceans help environment by absorbing carbon dioxide from atmosphere. 

A side effect of this fact is that excessive amount of carbon dioxide will cause in 

acidification. Changes in oceans’ Ph level will result in many different health hazards for 

marine life. This issue also hasn’t been explored before (at least in proportions it should 

be). It is apparent that deforestation and usage of fossil fuel are the primary reasons for 

this issue, it has also been linked with overpopulation. 

Acidification of the marine system is just another arrow pointing at the fact that we should 

address the issue of excessive production of carbon dioxide. 

• Noise Pollution: In large bodies of water, sound waves can be carried undiminished for 

many kilometers. This loud or persistent sounds from ships, sonar devices, and oil rigs 

disrupt natural sound waves in the marine ecosystem. 

Many marine mammals such as whales and dolphins have to use communication to 

survive in the low visibility and large distances. This communication happens by the 

sound waves that they create and could be understood by others of their species. Some 

mammals like tooth wales make sound waves that reflect off surfaces and help them 

navigate, see in a sense.   

Disruption in these necessary waves can disrupt migration, communication, hunting, and 

reproduction of many different mammals. 

https://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2013/09/130926-circadian-clock-moon-tide-oceans-animals-science/
https://theconversation.com/bright-city-lights-are-keeping-ocean-predators-awake-and-hungry-68965
https://theconversation.com/bright-city-lights-are-keeping-ocean-predators-awake-and-hungry-68965
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/07/these-fish-eggs-not-hatching-problem-light-pollution/
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This type of pollution is unfortunately not understood very well and further research is 

necessary.  

• Plastic Pollution: Plastic wastage is being dumped in oceans either directly or through 

run-offs. The amount of plastic in Atlantic Ocean has tripled since the 1960s. There is a 

garbage patch floating in the Pacific Ocean almost six hundred and twenty thousand square 

mills.  

Plastic bags resemble jellyfish which is a common food for marine life. Since plastic emits 

a certain chemical that makes it smell natural it seems like a good food to seabirds. 

Discarded fishing nets drift for years in the water. Scientists have been finding plastic fibers 

in corals in the Atlantic Ocean. 

Unfortunately, many dying marine mammals have been found with plastic in their stomach 

since they cannot properly digest them.  

Despite all these tragic facts, the rate of plastic dumped to the oceans is increasing 

simultaneously with the increase of the human population and production of plastic. 

A concerning majority of this plastics are onetime use plastics which imply that we are 

very under developed in the recycling and limiting the usage of this kind of material. 

Many have argued that the long-term solution for this issue is reinventing the role of plastic 

in our daily life. Nowadays plastic is used everywhere from computers to carrying bags. 

Plastic plays a huge role in our economy as well. For many small business’ growth can 

only mean usage of cheaper material and faster development periods which is unfortunately 

plastic. For many strong businesses more profit means less development cost that can be 

achieved by shifting to plastic. Since a country’s economy is based upon the success of its 

nations business both big and small, it’s safe to assume that many of our countries depend 

on plastic.  

This fact shift gives the topic a depth that can only be tackled with extensive research. 

Reducing usage of plastic will cause many of economies to collapse. Decreasing it also 

means a huge loss in terms of Gross Domestic Product. 
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No country in current conditions can decrease the usage of the plastic due to the subsequent 

loss in Gross Domestic Product and job losses due to collapse of the small to medium 

businesses. 

On the other hand, environmental hazards posed by plastic is and will continue to cost 

humankind a fortune. 

It’s extremely important for us to find an alternative for plastic or, in condition of sustaining 

this business, possibly decrease the usage of it. 

Unlike common perception, not using these products will not prompt producers to change 

their material; it only will prompt businesses to decrease the price which make them 

gravitate towards more usage of plastic.  

On the other hand, all of mankind issues can be solved with collective will, we all can start 

by picking up plastic that we see both in land and marine environment by investing in non-

governmental organizations and some governmental organizations that aim to reduce the 

amount of dumped plastic in world. 

 

3.4. Causes of Marine Pollution  

 

Pollution in marine environment is caused due to various reasons. In many cases pollution is 

directly entered by swage through rivers. Swage causes reduction in oxygen level in the water. 

Human wastewater is similar to fertilizers in that its nutrient-packed. Soaps and detergents in 

swage can leave lasting effects on marine life, not to mention the slew of microbes and pathogens. 

Land run offs are also a huge cause of marine pollution. It happens when excessive water from 

rain and flood enter the oceans. This water can contain many different contaminations from 

pesticides to oil. As is apparent addressing this cause can be the hardest since currently, we do not 

have any construction that helps us control this run offs and what they carry.  
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Furthermore, there are a lot of industries that still dump their waste to the ocean. Arguably stronger 

legislation and regulation can tackle issue very well. Yet the question will be what could these 

industries do with their waste and in the process of finding the alternative what should we do. 

Ocean mining is also an issue that is very hard to address since the copper, gold, silver and other 

mined materials is necessary for our economy but we cannot regret the pollution that these metals 

cause in marine ecosystem and noise pollution that these mining cause also have to be addressed. 

Oil spills from ships also cause marine pollution. It is one of the major toxins that contaminate 

ocean water which does not clean up so easily. Oil spills lead to the death of thousands of innocent 

marine animals due to suffocation and toxic effects of it. This should be addressed the fastest since 

arguably it can be tackled with a subsequent funding and regulation of better standard. 

 

3.5. Previous Attempts to Address the Issue  

 

There have been a lot of conventions and conferences held with central theme of reducing 

pollution, yet there hasn’t been many that only focused on marine pollution or has tackled it 

particularly. 

On the other hand, there has been many advancements in this area, many countries have banned 

the usage of the single use plastic and many others are planning to do so in near future, which 

speaks to the fact that awareness in this area is increasing and necessary actions are being taken. 

The Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter 

1972, the London Convention for short, is one of the first global conventions to protect the marine 

environment from human activities and has been in force since 1975. Its main focuses were aiming 

to promote effective control of all sources of marine pollution and to take all possible steps to 

prevent pollution of the sea by dumping of wastes. Currently, 87 States have signed this 

Convention. 

 In 1996, the London Protocol was organized as a modernization of the previous London 

Convention. Under the Protocol all dumping is prohibited, except for possibly acceptable wastes 

on the so-called "reverse list". The Protocol entered into force on 24 March 2006 and there are 
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currently 51 Parties to the Protocol, this number is very low which only goes to prove that not all 

countries are willing to take part in change and accept the sacrifices.  

This protocol implements a strategy in which substances are separated in three different groups, 

being blacklist, gray list and white list. Blacklisted substance can’t be dumped under any 

conditions, gray listed substances can be dumped with special permit and under strict control of 

the governmental authority. And finally, white listed substances can be dumped into oceans. 

Although this Protocol has shown potential, it’s no doubt that there aren’t enough states following 

it. Also, another issue about this Protocol is that it was written more than 20 years ago and should 

be updated. 

United Nations International Maritime Organization (IMO) has been working hard to mitigate the 

risks posed by marine environment, although there has been good progress there hasn’t been 

enough advancements from their side neither. Still their collaboration on the issue can certainly be 

very valuable. 

 

3.6. Questions to Be Addressed  

 

 . How can London protocol be improved? 

 . How can different causes of marine pollution be tackled? 

 . How can we decrease the usage of plastic and prevent economic issues? 

 . How can we collaborate with International Maritime Organization on this issue? 

 . What policies could we adapt to minimize the dumping of pollutants? 

 . What penalties could be considered for illegal dumping of pollutants? 

 . Where should we possibly invest in to have a better chance of tackling this issue? 

 . How could we utilize collective will? 

 . How could formation of research parties help us on this matter? 
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. How could we improve the safety of our radioactive and oil containers to prevent any 

spillage or accidents? 

 . What countermeasures could we partake in to address noise pollution? 

 . What countermeasures could we partake in to address light pollution? 

. What sacrifices could we realistically make to secure a better future for marine                                                

ecosystem? 

 

 

3. INTRODUCTION TO AGENDA ITEM NO.2: POTENTIAL IMPLEMENTATIONS FOR 

U.S. WITHDRAWAL FROM PARIS AGREEMENT ON CLIMATE CHANGE 

 

On June 1st, 2017 President of United States of America issued an announcement on withdrawal 

of USA from all implementations of Paris Climate Accord Agreement and ending of all 

contributions note fully green gas fund. 

He said “As someone that cares deeply about climate change, I can’t in good conscious support a 

deal that punishes United States, the World’s leading in environmental protection while apposing 

no meaningful obligations on World leading polluters.” 

Although his explanations imply that he is displeased with the connotations of the deal on USA 

compared to ones of China and India, his withdrawal from the Accord is a result of multiple 

limiting standards that negatively effects his policies on economic growth.  

Trump has emphasized the expansion of U.S. fossil fuel production. His America First Energy 

Plan focuses on reducing the price of oil achieving energy independence tapping domestic oil 

sources and creating energy-related jobs by decreasing regulation. He also promised to end 

wasteful payments to the United Nations Green Climate Fund. The United States has already paid 

$1 billion into this fund with $2 billion more pledged. Faced with a choice between complying 

with Paris and boosting the U.S. economy, the administration asserts that growing their economy 

is going to win, according to Trump’s chief economic advisor, Gary Cohn. 
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Meanwhile, a number of economic analyses question whether leaving the Agreement will create 

jobs. Protecting jobs in the oil, gas, and coal industries, some economists say, could come at the 

cost of investments in clean energy industries that may ultimately offer more long-term 

employment. 

Although as Trump mentioned USA is one of the leaders in environment pollution, it also is one 

of the leading countries in industrialization, and increases in greenhouse gases emission ratios has 

been expected which implies that Trumps government should find alternative to Paris Agreement 

as soon as possible both for health reasons and economic reasons. 

Paris Agreement, being a collective commitment between all countries that have signed it, requires 

every country’s contribution both by tackling the issue in their own governmental legislation and 

helping other developing countries; USA’s withdrawal effects other countries since a big part of 

USA’s contributions was funding other countries. 

In order for United States of America to tackle climate change they need to organize a long term 

plan dealing with their fossil fuel dependent industries, investment on renewal energies and such 

important and urging matters. 

Reading Paris Agreement on climate change although optional, is strongly recommended since it 

will help you in comprehension of the standards that were set for United States. 

 

3.1. Definition of Keywords 

 

GHGs: A greenhouse gas (sometimes abbreviated GHG) is a gas that absorbs and emits radiant 

energy within the thermal infrared range. Greenhouse gases cause the greenhouse effect. The 

primary greenhouse gases in Earth's atmosphere are water vapor, carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous 

oxide and ozone. 

Greenhous Climate Fund: The Green Climate Fund (GCF) is a new global fund created to support 

the efforts of developing countries to respond to the challenge of climate change. GCF helps 

developing countries limit or reduce their greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and adapt to climate 

change. 
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UNFCCC: The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is an 

international environmental treaty adopted and implemented by countries all around the world in 

1994 to address the issue of climate change. The 197 countries that ratified the agreement represent 

almost universal global involvement. 

Gross Domestic Product (GPD): Gross domestic product (GDP) is a monetary measure of the 

market value of all the final goods and services produced in a specific time period, often annually. 

Business-as-Usual (BAU): A phrase which refers to the normal conduct of business regardless of 

current circumstances, especially difficult events which pose a potential negative impact. The 

phrase can also mean maintaining the status quo. 

Non-hydropower renewables: Hydropower is a clean and green alternative to fossil fuels because 

hydro plants do not emit greenhouse gases and other pollutants. Moreover, generating electricity 

from water is cheap compared to non-renewable sources of energy such as coal 

Conference of Parties (COP): Series of conventions held by United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change. their end goal is to “stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in 

the atmosphere at a level that will prevent dangerous human interference with the climate system” 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA): The mission of EPA is to protect human health and the 

environment. environmental protection contributes to making our communities and ecosystems 

diverse, sustainable and economically productive; and. the United States plays a leadership role in 

working with other nations to protect the global environment 

Clean Power Plan (CPP): The Clean Power Plan was an Obama administration policy aimed at 

combating anthropogenic climate change (global warming) that was first proposed by the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in June 2014. The final version of the plan was unveiled 

by President Obama on August 3, 2015. 

 

3.2. Paris Agreement on Climate Change 

 

The Paris Agreement is an international treaty that seeks to reduce the emission of greenhouse 

gases written in Paris, France at December 2015. The agreement is sponsored by the United 

https://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/greenhouse-gas
https://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/greenhouse-gas
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Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and went into effect on November 

4, 2016. According to the UNFCCC, the Agreement seeks to limit temperature increases in the 

21st century to below 2 degrees Celsius and encourage initiatives that bring the increase down to 

1.5 degrees Celsius or lower.  

The Paris Agreement replaced the Kyoto Protocol, a global treaty signed in 1997 that was also 

intended to mitigate the risks of greenhouse gas emission. The Paris Agreement requires all Parties 

to put forward their best efforts through nationally determined contributions (NDCs) and to 

strengthen these efforts in the years ahead. This includes requirements that all Parties report 

regularly on their emissions and on their implementation efforts. Every country in respect with 

their climate conditions have taken a different course of action, or nationally determined 

contributions (NDCs); these contributions can range from more cultural scenarios such as 

education to more argent actions such as limiting fossil fuel dependent companies. Starting from 

2023 and thereafter every five years UNFCCC will publish a report on the matter.  

Paris Agreement, unlike many other conventions on the topic, requires strong commitments both 

from developed and developing countries and holds immense importance due to its inclusion of 

stronger transparency and accountability system for all countries—requiring reporting on 

greenhouse gas inventories and projections that require technical experts review and a 

consequential multilateral examination. Countries are expected to continue providing climate 

finance to help the most vulnerable adapt to climate change and building low-carbon economies. 

While the Paris Agreement does not “solve” climate change, it allows us to start the next wave of 

global climate actions, creating a strong cycle for more aggressive action in the decades to come.  

As mentioned before, although Paris Agreement on Climate Change is the contemporary of Kyoto 

protocol, it was written more recent agreements such as Copenhagen and Cancun Agreements in 

mind. Countries responsible for more than 80 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions made 

specific commitments to reduce their emissions by 2020 as a part of the Copenhagen and Cancun 

Agreements.  

The Paris Agreement includes commitments that go beyond 2020, reflecting a greater level of 

ambition than in the previous commitments. Countries’ emissions reduction commitments reflect 

their different levels of development and capabilities. For example, the United States and European 

Union have committed to economy-wide emissions reduction targets (e.g., cuts below 2005 

https://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/Kyoto-Protocol
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levels), whereas developing countries and emerging economies have committed to targets that 

reflect their level of development and historic contribution to climate change (e.g., greenhouse gas 

intensity targets). The 187 countries responsible for more than 97 percent of the world’s climate 

pollution have announced specific reduction plans also known as Nationally Determined 

Contributions (NDCs). 

Countries will need to re-visit their current pledges by 2020 and, ideally, strengthen their 2030 

targets because they discovered that they can achieve more aggressive action than they envisioned 

at this moment. This will start a process in which countries outline their next set of commitments 

every five years—setting a framework for continuously ratcheting down emissions over time 

toward a long-term target of emissions neutrality. 

Some of countries that have the most carbon emission ratios goals for tackling climate change in 

2020-2030 are mentioned blow: 

United States:  

To cut economy-wide emissions of greenhouse gas emissions by 26 to 28 percent below 

its 2005 level by 2025 and make best efforts to reduce its emissions by 28 percent.  

China:  

To non-fossil fuels to 20 percent of the energy mix, and reduce carbon emissions per unit 

of gross domestic product (GDP) by 60 to 65 percent from 2005 levels by 2030. 

India: 

To reduce emissions intensity by 33 to 35 percent from 2005 levels by 2030, increase 

cumulative electric power installed capacity from non-fossil fuel energy resources to 40 

percent by 2030, and create additional carbon sequestration of 2.5 to 3 billion tons of 

carbon dioxide equivalent by 2030. 

Mexico:  

To cut greenhouse gas and short-lived climate pollutants 25 percent below business-as-

usual (BAU) by 2030, implying a reduction of 22 percent for greenhouse gas emissions 

and 51 percent for black carbon. 
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European Union: 

To reduce emissions to at least 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030 through only 

domestic measures. 

Brazil:  

To reduce economy-wide greenhouse gas emissions by 37 percent below 2005 levels by 

2025, increasing renewable resources to 45 percent of the energy mix by 2030, and 

increasing the share of non-hydropower renewables in the electricity mix to 23 percent by 

2030. 

 South Korea:  

To reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 37 percent from BAU levels by 2030 across all 

economic sectors. Indonesia: cut emissions by 29 percent from BAU levels by 2030. 

Japan: 

To reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 26 percent from 2013 levels by 2030. Australia: 

reduce economy-wide greenhouse gas emissions  by 26 to 28 percent below 2005 levels by 

2030. 

 

3.3. Previous Agreements 

 

Kyoto Protocol:  

The Kyoto Protocol was adopted in Kyoto, Japan, on 11 December 1997 and entered into 

force on 16 February 2005. The detailed rules for the implementation of the Protocol were 

adopted at COP 7 in Marrakesh, Morocco, in 2001, and are referred to as the Marrakesh 

Accords. Its first commitment period started in 2008 and ended in 2012. 

Copenhagen Agreement:  



 

22 
 

The Copenhagen Agreement is a document that delegates at the 15th session of the 

Conference of Parties (COP 15) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change agreed to "take note of" at the final plenary on 18 December 2009. 

 Ambitious political commitments for mid-term action by all major economies: economy-

wide emission reduction targets for developed countries, and quantified mitigation actions 

by major developing countries; 

A “prompt start” on adaptation, forestry, technology and capacity-building activities and 

support in developing countries; 

The core elements of a legally binding agreement to be finalized over the coming year, 

including a framework for verifiable mitigation commitments by all major economies, new 

arrangements for sustained mitigation and adaptation support to developing countries and 

a system to verify countries actions and support. 

Cancun Agreement:  

A set of decisions reached at the UNFCCC Conference of the Parties in 2010 in Cancun, 

Mexico, to address the long-term challenge of climate change. The agreements represent 

key steps going forward in capturing plans to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to help 

developing nations protect themselves from climate impacts and build their own 

sustainable futures. 

 Following the disappointing outcome of COP15 in Copenhagen, the Cancun Agreements 

were heralded as the COP where parties finally agreed to slow, halt, and reverse forest loss 

and the related emissions in developing countries.  

Forest protection was included as one of the main objectives of the agreement due to their 

function as major repository of carbon. 

 

3.4. United States Withdrawal 
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On June 1, 2017, United States President Donald Trump announced that the U.S. would end all 

participation in the 2015 Paris Agreement on Climate Change mitigation. Trump stated that The 

Paris Accord will undermine economy and puts at a permanent disadvantage. During his 

presidential campaign, Trump had pledged to withdraw from the Agreement, hoping that a 

withdrawal would help American businesses and workers.  

It’s necessary to note that while former president Barack Obama was committed to decreasing U.S. 

carbon dioxide emissions between 26 and 28 percent of 2005 levels by 2025, The United States 

was not limited in how it achieved these goals whereas as president Trump argued in his presidency 

campaign that agreement has put unfair standards in American efforts to decrease greenhouse gas 

emission while it allowed developing countries, India and China in particular, a wider range of 

actions to achieve their own climate goals. He argued that the Agreement will have negative effects 

on job growth, hinder manufacturing, natural gases, steel and weaken such industries. He also 

argued that the Agreement itself had no punishment and penalties in case of missing the goals 

which weakens its effectiveness. 

America’s formal exit from Paris Agreement requires more than a declaration from White House. 

Trumps decision is considered largely symbolic, because it will take four years to complete, so 

country’s formal departure will be on November 4th, 2020. Nevertheless, Trump’s announcement 

is a harsh blow to world morale (and to enthusiasm associated with a rising sense of global 

community around this topic). 

Still a coalition of US States led by governors of Washington, California and New York have 

announced that they will maintain their commitment and support for the Paris Agreement which 

opens up interesting possibilities for 2023 UNFCCCs report on Climate Change and the drawled 

comparisons between US states that maintain their commitments and ones that don’t. 

To mitigate the upfront investment allocation problem, the Agreement let countries determine their 

contributions based on their circumstances. It urged them to be ambitious, but required nothing 

specifically, and levies no tangible punishments for countries falling short as long as they report 

their progress. To help developing countries take on more ambitious targets that help everyone, 

the Paris Agreement set up a Green Climate Fund to help facilitate “investment in low-emission 
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and climate-resilient development,” which developed countries, including the United States, 

agreed to capitalize. 

So why does Trump believe the Paris Agreement is very unfair to the United States?  His argument 

suggests that other countries especially China and India, can take advantage of U.S. actions. 

Trump points out that China is permitted to grow its emissions until 2030, and that India demanded 

billions and billions and billions of dollars to enter the deal, while the United States gets nothing. 

It is true that China has committed to peak its emissions around 2030, but it has also committed to 

lower the carbon intensity of its economy to 60-65 percent below its 2005 level and to more than 

double the share of carbon-free energy in its entire economy over the same time period. This will 

require China to make massive investments in clean energy, and the country is already started to 

deliver upon the promise tracking to 50 percent clean power by 2030 based mainly on torrid 

expansion of wind and solar. India has also committed to reduce the emissions intensity of its 

economy by 33-35 percent below 2005 levels over the same period, and it is also acting seriously, 

including installing renewables at a furious pace. And Mexico, the United States’ neighbor and 

close trading partner, promised to peak its emissions by 2026. By comparison, the United States 

promised to reduce emissions to 26-28 percent below 2005 levels by 2025, so as its apparent, 

according to the Agreement, U.S is mandated to reduce its carbon emission rate while other 

economically strong countries such as China will be able to increase their emission. Granted they 

do have a peak goal as well that limits them but still this advantage gives other countries to secure 

better progress that may cost U.S billions of dollars.   

With Green Climate Fund, billions and billions of American aid would go to pay other countries 

to reduce emissions and when Trump entered office, the United States owed $2 billion of the $3 

billion it had promised to the fund. That’s less than a quarter of the money the president 

has sought to divert from other sources to build his wall on the U.S.-Mexico border. 

More importantly, this money is a drop in the bucket of the costs of climate change, including 

climate-fueled severe weather. In March, the U.S. Air Force requested $5 billion to repair damage 

done by weather to just two bases over the past six months. The civilian damage runs greater still 

with California’s wildfires last year having caused $9 billion in damage and the 2018 National 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-budget-wall-exclusive/exclusive-in-budget-trump-to-ask-congress-for-86-billion-for-border-wall-idUSKBN1QR0CW
https://nca2018.globalchange.gov/
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Climate Assessment—a report written by 13 federal agencies—predicts that climate change will 

cost the United States hundreds of billions of dollars every year by the end of the century. Faced 

with these facts, any competent dealmaker would invest $2 billion to secure climate commitments 

and propel the World’s leading polluters to tackle the challenge head on. 

The great irony of Trump’s promise to withdraw from the Paris Accord is that this step would 

actually create the problem he falsely attributes to the Agreement by making the United States the 

ultimate climate action free-rider, Trump’s withdrawal would provide serious cover for major 

emitters like China and India, showering their efforts to cut pollution while allowing them to 

continue to claim to lead the world on climate change in the United States’ absence. 

Trump and many Republicans are arguing that the reason the United States should not stay in the 

Paris Agreement is because other countries are not doing enough to confront the challenge, even 

as Washington remains unwilling to commit to taking serious steps at home to reduce U.S. carbon 

pollution. 

 

3.5. Withdrawals Effects 

 

Trump began overturning Obama’s energy policy soon after taking office. In a March 2017 

executive order, he directed the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to begin the process of 

rescinding the Clean Power Plan (CPP) organized in Obamas Ara. 

Because the CPP is not legislation but rather a set of EPA regulations, the President does not need 

congressional approval to alter it. However, legal experts disagree over how much latitude Trump 

has to unilaterally abandon it. The CPP was already on hold due to a court challenge, and while 

the administration could decline to continue defending it in court, legal challenges will likely 

continue. Some experts say that any changes would have to proceed through the time-consuming 

federal rulemaking process. 

Trump’s executive order also reversed regulations that required all federal agencies to incorporate 

climate change into their planning and review processes, overturned a moratorium on coal 

development on federal lands, and ordered a review of emissions restrictions for oil and gas wells. 

https://nca2018.globalchange.gov/
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Taken together, these steps sharply decreased the likelihood that the United States would have met 

its Paris obligations. Many U.S. states and cities, led by California and New York, have committed 

to ambitious carbon reduction plans, but even if local governments meet their goals, overall 

reduction would fall short of Paris targets. 

3.5.1. Economy and Trade 

The Paris Agreement was intended to lay a path to long-term transition of the world’s economies 

toward deep decarbonization, sustaining economic growth while delinking it from emissions of 

CO2 and other GHGs. Such a transition is generally expected to impose near to medium-term 

costs, though the magnitude and distribution would depend on policy timing and design and private 

investment. Trade could be affected by differences in Parties’ NDCs and policy designs. Economic 

and trade impacts could be adverse or positive for individual countries or businesses, and many 

are building this into their economic strategies.  

Experts expect that deep decarbonization would initially increase costs and dislocation for many 

populations and businesses. Technology experts and economists expect that experience with and 

wider use of advanced technologies would lower the costs of key GHG mitigation options, and 

economies would adjust to new conditions.   

Some economists believe that the costs of mitigating GHG would be less than the costs that climate 

change would impose on people—costs of adapting to expected climate changes and of net losses 

where anticipatory action does not fully mitigate adverse impacts. Optimizing policy might seek 

to minimize the total net costs of mitigation, adaptation, and losses and consider distributional 

impacts.  

The trade implications of the President’s withdrawal are still unclear. The President’s Executive 

Order 13783, Promoting Energy Independence and Economic Growth instructed agencies to 

review, and possibly rescind or modify, regulations that may obstruct energy development, 

including those that would reduce U.S. GHG emissions. As China, South Korea, and European 

and other countries enact climate change policies, they promote investment in advanced energy, 

materials, electronics, vehicle, and other technologies. They may initially raise costs, but over time, 

they expect many technologies to become commercially competitive and bring trade advantages. 

U.S. Congress has largely continued public funding to advance cleaner technologies, but the level 
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of private sector research and learning-by-doing is uncertain with lower policy stimulus for 

technology end-users. 

3.5.2. Environment 

The Paris Agreement contains a collective commitment to reduce GHG emissions almost to net 

zero in the second half of this century. The goal is to hold the GHG-induced increase in global 

temperature well below 2o Celsius and to try to hold it to 1.5oC. Reaching net zero would stabilize 

the rise of GHG concentrations in the atmosphere and, after a lag of many decades, end the induced 

climate change. 

The pledges made in NDCs to 2025 or 2030 are intended as the initial steps in a multi-decadal 

process toward the net zero goal. President Trump cited one study estimating that the initial NDCs 

would avoid global warming of about 0.2oC by 2100. This could be roughly 8-10% of the way to 

meeting the 2oC goal. Compared with a no-further-policy scenario, some of the study’s authors 

estimated that countries commitments could reduce temperature by 0.6-1.1° C. Other studies 

estimate larger or smaller temperature effects of NDCs, depending on assumptions about future 

commitments. 

 

3.6. Renewable Energy 

  

About 80% of the nation's energy comes from fossil fuels, 8.6% from nuclear, and 11% from 

renewable sources. Wind is the fastest growing renewable source but contributes only 2.4% of 

total energy used in the United States (Image 3.6.1). These numbers indicate that there is a lack of 

funding and dedication on this matter. It’s important for US’s government to quickly develop a 

plan to start replacing the fossil fuels. 
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Image 3.6.1:Energy sources of United States. 

 

3.7. Questions to Be Answered  

 

 . How Could U.S. mitigate the economic risks following the formal withdrawal? 

 . How will U.S. limit their fossil fuel usage in event of formal withdrawal? 

 . How can U.S. implement the usage of renewable energy to reach their 2030 goals? 

 . How could United Nations diminish the possibility of further withdrawals? 

. How can U.S. reach their goals of improvement in economy without further     

industrialization that is dependent on fossil fuel?  

. How can U.S. realistically cover the cost of their efforts in reducing carbon emission? 

. Would further negotiation or further conventions help develop a policy both agreeable for 

all parties? 

. How should U.S. address the division on the implementation of the Paris accord between 

its states? 

. How could we mitigate the possible risks for long term on other neighboring countries 

posed by Mr. Trumps withdrawal?  
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