
U.S. SENATE



 

1 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

LETTER FROM SECRETARY-GENERAL .................................................................................... 2 

LETTER FROM UNDER SECRETARY-GENERAL ..................................................................... 3 

LETTER FROM UNDER SECRETARY-GENERAL ..................................................................... 4 

1.INTRODUCTION .............................................................................................................................. 5 

1.1. The United States Congress ...................................................................................................... 5 

1.2. The United States Senate ........................................................................................................... 5 

2. AGENDA ITEMS OF THE SENATE ............................................................................................ 6 

2.1. Gun Control Laws ...................................................................................................................... 6 

2.2. Iran-US Tension ......................................................................................................................... 9 

Relationship Between Two Country .............................................................................................. 9 

Latest Events on Topic ................................................................................................................. 12 

2.3.Trade War between US and China ......................................................................................... 13 

2.4.Climate Change ......................................................................................................................... 15 

2.5. Migration .................................................................................................................................. 17 

2.6.Prohibition of E-Cigarette Products ....................................................................................... 18 

2.7. Legalisation of Medical Marijuana in United States ............................................................ 20 

3. BIBLIOGRAPHY ........................................................................................................................... 22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2 

LETTER FROM SECRETARY-GENERAL 

 

Most distinguished participants, 

 

It is an honor for me to welcome you all to the third edition of TOBB ETÜ Model United 

Nations Conference. As the Secretary-General of ETUMUN 2019, I would like to start with 

introducing myself briefly. My name is Simay Çalışkan and I am a junior Industrial 

Engineering student in TOBB ETÜ. I started my MUN career with the first edition of 

ETUMUN and took part in various conferences ever since. Therefore, I would gladly say that 

ETUMUN has a very special place in my heart and I am more than happy to serve you as the 

Secretary-General of such a prestigious conference.  

 

This year, with the help of my one and only Deputy Secretary-General Şebnem Yaren and 

assistance of our amazing academic advisors Onat Yiğit and Zeynep Esendemir, we shaped 7 

different committees focusing on various topics and with different MUN experience level 

requirements so that every one of our participants could find a committee which suits them the 

best. Our Academic Team has worked hard to provide you the most detailed and on-to-point 

Study Guides possible and in my honest opinion, they achieved their goals. I would like to 

thank the wonderful Under-Secretaries General of this committee, Asmin Nupel Akıncı and İl 

Deniz Ezgi Bayca, for their invaluable hard work and efforts.  

 

I hope every single one of you will enjoy your times the fullest during the upcoming 4 days 

and widen your view on world problems while making life-long friendships. I cannot wait to 

see how you will shape the reality with your ideas.  

 

Kindest Regards, 

Simay Çalışkan 

Secretary-General of ETUMUN 2019 
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LETTER FROM UNDER SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Most Esteemed Delegates, 

My name is Asmin Nupel Akıncı and this year in ETUMUN, I was given the honor of 

being the Under-Secretary-General for the US Senate, with my lovely colleague and my partner 

in crime, İl Deniz Ezgi Bayca. To talk about myself, I am a high school student in Beştepe 

College, studying A Level’s. 

I would like to start off by thanking our highly esteemed Secretary-General Simay 

Çalışkan, for being awesome at what she does and being a very sincere friend to me. I know 

how hard she has worked for this conference and how much ETUMUN means to her, therefore 

I will personally try to make sure that everything goes well for her! Furthermore, I would like 

to extend my sincere gratitude to Zeynep Esendemir and Şebnem Yaren because I know how 

important ETUMUN is for them also and they are both brilliant. Lastly, I would like to thank 

to that one person who has been there for me from the very beginning, my dear co-Under-

Secretary- General, İl Deniz Ezgi Bayca. She is the best that I could have ever asked for and 

her dedication and willingness to write this guide has impressed me deeply. 

To briefly talk about the study guide, I must say that this guide is extensive enough to 

cover all the important points that needs to be talked about in the committee. However, you 

will need to do independent research regarding your states’ own policies, of course. About the 

committee, I would say you will have no problem with adapting and adjusting to it. We will 

always be there to assist you whenever you need. I believe that I have done my part very well 

in the creation process of this committee hence, I really do hope that you love it as much as I 

do. I can confidently say that this will be a unique experience. 

Cannot wait to meet you, honorable Senators! See you very soon. 

If you have any inquiries, I am only one mail away: akinci.asmin@gmail.com 

 

Asmin Nupel Akıncı 

Under-Secretary-General responsible for the US SenateLetter from Under-Secretary-General 
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LETTER FROM UNDER SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Esteemed participants,  

I am İl Deniz Ezgi Bayca and I am a junior at Beştepe Schools. I am currently on my 

second year of A-Level. I have been attending MUN conferences for 3 years now and it is my 

utmost honour and pleasure to serve you in this prestigious conference as an Under-Secretary-

General responsible for the United States Senate.  

 Last year, I was a delegate in ETUMUN’18 and it was an unforgettable experience for 

me. Now being in the academic team gives me a real joy and I believe that ETUMUN’19 will 

be even more fabulous for me. Thus, I feel obligated to thank Secretary-General Ms. Simay 

Çalışkan and her hardworking Deputy Secretary-General Ms. Şebnem Yaren for offering me 

this position. I also thank to academic advisors of ETUMUN’19 Ms. Zeynep Esendemir and 

Onat Yiğit for everything they have done for this conference. Moreover, I must thank to my 

co-USG and my beloved friend Ms. Asmin Nupel Akıncı primarily for her efforts and genius 

ideas during the preparation stage and always being there for me from the beginning of my 

MUN career.  

 Furthermore, I believe US Senate will be a great committee since the topics are so up 

to date and enjoyable. Topics such as Iran-US tension and Gun Control Laws create a great 

portion of US politics and Legalizing Medical Marijuana and Prohibition of E-Cigarettes are 

very fun, yet quite important topics. Well, in fact the committee is related to Donald Trump so 

I do not believe that there is a chance of it not being epic. Provided, delegates have read the 

study guide and known a little about the politics, it will be a great experience.  

 I wish you a great time in the conference and hope to see you all. 

Should you have inquiries please do not hesitate to contact me via: bidebide19@gmail.com 

 

İl Deniz Ezgi Bayca 

Under-Secretary-General Responsible for the US Senate 

 

 

 

mailto:bidebide19@gmail.com
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1.INTRODUCTION  

1.1. The United States Congress 

 

The United States Congress is a bicameral legislature of the federal government of the United 

States which consists of two chambers [1]. The first and the lower chamber is the House of 

Representatives, the second and upper chamber is the United States Senate. The United States 

Congress has the responsibility to write national legislation and it does so by dividing the work 

into separate committees that have specific tasks [1]. The United States Congress was created 

in 1789 by the Constitution of the United States, replacing the Congress of Confederation [2]. 

In total, the Congress has 535 voting members, 435 of them being representatives and 100 of 

them being senators [3]. The members of the Congress are generally affiliated with either the 

Republican Party or the Democratic Party, and rarely any independent or third parties. 

1.2. The United States Senate 

 

The United States Senate is the upper chamber of the United States Congress. All the powers 

of the Senate are established by Article One of the United States Constitution [4]. Each senator 

represents only one state in its entirety and, each state, regardless of its population size, is 

represented by two senators [5]. The senators serve for six years until a new election takes 

place and in that case, a senator can be elected once again if the voters vote so [5]. The Senate 

is composed of 100 senators, representing the 50 states. After the Seventeenth Amendment was 

ratified in 1913, the senators began to be elected by popular vote [6]. 

Since the United States Senate is the upper chamber of the Congress, it holds certain special 

powers of “advice and consent” which can be defined as “a power of the United States Senate 

to be consulted on and approve treaties signed and appointments made by the president of the 

United States to public positions, including Cabinet secretaries, federal judges, United States 

attorneys, and ambassadors [6].” Furthermore, in cases of impeachment by the United States 

House of Representatives, it is the Senate’s responsibility to conduct the trials for the 

impeached [6]. 

The vice president of the United States is considered the president of the Senate. As of January 

20, 2017, Mike Pence is the president of the Senate. In the president’s absence, the president 

pro tempore presides over the senate [6]. A president pro tempore is the senior member of the 

party which holds the majority of the seats, who is currently Chuck Grassley [6]. At present, 
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the Senate is comprised of 53 Republican Party members, 45 Democratic Party members and 

2 Independent party members. Independent membership means that the mentioned senator is 

not affiliated with any parties [7]. 

2. AGENDA ITEMS OF THE SENATE  

2.1. Gun Control Laws 

 

The Second Amendment (Amendment II) of the United States Constitution, which was 

included in the United States Bill of Rights, allowed individuals to have the right to keep and 

bear arms by stating the following: “A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security 

of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed [8].” Since 

this bill has been ratified in 1791, there have been certain changes and regulations that were 

put forth. 

After the Saint Valentine’s Day Massacre in 1929 in which seven innocent lives were taken in 

Chicago, gang related crime started to increase exponentially. Thus, in 1934, the President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Administration signed the National Firearms Act (NFA) into law [9]. 

This was considered as the first regulation to ever enforce gun control in the US [9]. With this 

Act, came a $200 tax on the manufacture or sale of machine guns and sawed-off shotguns. All 

sales of the aforementioned arms would have to be officially registered [9]. Furthermore, in 

1938, Roosevelt also signed the Federal Firearms Act of 1938 (FFA) into law, making it 

obligatory to have a Federal Firearms License (FFL) for every business related to guns [9]. 

After a series of political assassination took place by the year 1968, such as the assassination 

of John F. Kennedy, the assassination of Robert F. Kennedy, and the assassination of Martin 

Luther King Jr; the Congress moved to discuss arms once again. In 1968, the Gun Control Act 

of 1968 (GCA) was enforced and it repealed and replaced FFA completely, regulating 

“destructive devices” such as bombs, mines, grenades and alike explosives [9]. The Act also 

“Expanded the definition of machine gun, required the serialization of manufactured or 

imported guns, banned importing military style weapons, and imposed a 21 age minimum on 

the purchasing of handguns from FFLs. The GCA also prohibited selling of firearms to felons 

and the mentally ill [10].” 

In 1986, under the Ronald Reagan Administration, the regulations regarding arms loosened in 

contrary to the laws and Acts that were set forth prior to them. Firearm Owners Protection Act 
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(FOPA) which was passed in 1986, enacted certain protections for gun owners. With this Act, 

a national registry of dealer records was prohibited and allowed dealers with licenses to sell 

firearms at gun shows in their own state [10]. Regulations on the sale and transfer of 

ammunition were completely loosened. On the comforting prospect, FOPA prohibited civilian 

ownership or transfer of machine guns [10]. 

In 1994, President Bill Clinton signed the Public Safety and Recreational Firearms Use 

Protection Act (also known as the Federal Assault Weapons Ban) which was included in the 

Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 [11]. This ban was on manufacturing, 

selling and possession of specific military-style assault weapons [11]. However, the problem 

with this Act was that it listed the very specific weapons that would be illegal, and since it is 

very easy to change gun parts and create newly-existing guns, this loophole was widely used 

in the selling, transfer and manufacture of guns. At the end, this ban expired in September 2004 

[11]. 

During the George W. Bush presidency, in 2005, the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms 

Act was signed into law [12]. With this act, it was prohibited for victims of gun crime to blame 

gun manufacturing companies in federal or state civil suits for the purpose of being guilty in 

the crime [12]. 

Image 2.1.1: Bill Clinton signing the $30 billion crime bill, Sept. 13, 1994. 

1. SEQ Figure \* ARABIC 3 President Bill Clinton signs the $30 billion crime bill on the South 
Lawn of the White House , Sept. 13, 1994 
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In 2008, the Supreme Court ruled that the Second Amendment is “an individual right to possess 

a firearm unconnected with service in a militia.”, striking down the handgun ban of Washington 

D.C. However, the Supreme Court also noted that “the right to bear arms is not unlimited and 

that guns and gun ownership would continue to be regulated [13].” 

As far as the current regulations are concerned, “Fugitives, those convicted of a felony with a 

sentence exceeding 1 year, past or present, and those who were involuntarily admitted to a 

mental facility are prohibited from purchasing a firearm; unless rights restored [13].” 

Furthermore, it is important to keep in mind that each state has its own laws and regulations. 

Currently, forty-four states have provisions in their state constitutions which are very similar 

to the Second Amendment, which grants people the right to keep and bear arms. The rest of the 

states are California, Iowa, Maryland, Minnesota, New Jersey and New York [14]. 

On September 12, 2019, chief executives of 145 companies urged the US Senate to pass gun 

control laws [14]. The aforementioned CEOs are from some of the famous companies such as 

Uber, Gap and Levi Strauss. These leaders wrote a letter to the Senate concerning the current 

status of gun control laws, urging to take effective measures on gun safety [14]. Their letter 

reads, “That’s why we urge the Senate to stand with the American public and take action on 

gun safety by passing a bill to require background checks on all gun sales and a strong Red 

Flag law that would allow courts to issue life-saving extreme risk protection orders… These 

proposals are common-sense, bipartisan and widely supported by the American public. It is 

time for the Senate to take action [14].” 

Image 2.1.2: Citizens protesting the gun laws. 

1.  SEQ Figure \* ARABIC 4 Recent protests against the current gun control laws 
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Democrats have also been pushing for universal background checks. Recently, the House 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate Minority Leader Sen. Chuck Schumer sent a letter to Trump, 

stating that they demand his support for the policy [14]. 

In 2019, the House of Representatives lawmakers passed a legislation which tightens federal 

background check laws [14]. However, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has clearly 

stated that “he wants clear support from Trump in order for the Senate to vote on the measure 

[14].”. “On a serious issue like this, after these horrendous shootings dominating the month of 

August, at least we could come back with a level of seriousness that underscored that maybe 

we would like to get an outcome,” he told reporters, “And so we do, in fact, await word from 

the White House about what the president is willing to sign [14].” 

With several parties waiting for an outcome from the Senate, gun control laws hold the utmost 

importance to be discussed and if needed, amended during the sessions. The Senators are 

expected to tackle this issue while considering both the national aspect of it and the favor of 

their own state. 

 

2.2. Iran-US Tension  

Relationship Between Two Country 

Before the 79’ Revolution, shah was ruling the country and had good relations with the United 

States however an opposition group lead by Khomeini was protesting openly about pro-

Western regime. Khomeini was shut down many times by the security forces of shah and was 

exiled to Turkey, France and Iraq. Although shah had great relations with the United States and 

the United Kingdom, and welfare of the country should be very high, public was in poverty 

because of unemployment, shah was ill and long term of dependency to the US caused many 

problems all at once. Opposition and Khomeini had strengthen their hand during 70s because 

of his anti-Western ideology and in 1979 the Islamic Revolution started with “madrassa” 

students and unemployed youth taking over the streets. 

After the succeeded revolution, President Carter sent an attorney to the head of new Islamic 

Republic but Khomeini refused the offer [15]. A little while after, an American Embassy had 

experienced an hostage crisis for a long time. The United States froze 12 billion dollar worth 

of assets of Iran in the US. Moreover, United Nations decided to take a step to resolve the issue 

and United Nations Security Council drafted a resolution urging Iran to release the hostage, 
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Iran did not stepped back and the US applied further sanctions. By the time Iran was nuclearly 

arming itself and opposing a threat to the whole world. Hostage crisis was resolved almost after 

a year but the aggression of Iran was continuing.  

Sanctions got worse and worse until Obama administration. President Obama had an agreement 

with the Iranian leader Rouhani on denuclearization called Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 

(JCPOA). Iran took the deal since economic situation of Iran was in a bad condition due to 

sanctions from the US, UN, EU and many more. UNSC passed a resolution in order to lift the 

sanctions and was forbidding reinforcing sanctions when Iran was complying with the 

agreement. Relationship between two states were going back to normal.  

 

 

Image 2.2.1: Negotiations for JCPOA in Vienna, on July 14, 2015. 

 

Until Trump administration, everything was in place. Nonetheless, it did not took President 

Trump to allegedly claiming that Iran was having nuclear activity and was not following the 

rules of the agreement. President Trump withdrew from the agreement and reinforced the 

sanctions which actually was a violation of a UNSC resolution [17]. Mike Pompeo said that 

they were willing to reinforce the agreement if the “12 demands” were met. 12 demands were 

basically on completely abandoning any nuclear activity and full transparency to IAEA on 

every site in Iran, extradition of US citizens, ending the support to terrorist groups such as 

Hezbollah, Taliban and Hamas, withdrawal from Syria and stopping the support to Houthi 

rebels in Yemen, ending the Revolutionary Guards which is a force established to protect the 

government from a possible attack, and, lastly, quitting the threatening attitude towards US 

allies in Middle East such as Israel, United Arab Emirates, and Saudi Arabia. The whole world 

reacted to this act in different perspectives. For instance, European Union was highly against 
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when Saudi Arabia was fully supporting. US Senate has also divided within among the subject. 

Republicans, as expected, backed President up by stating that the agreement was flawed all 

along and Obama administration made a mistake by signing it. The chairman of the House 

Armed Services Committee expressed that US should give some time to European allies to 

perfect the agreement however US had no choice but  to leave the agreement because of the 

Iran’s hostile behaviour. On the other hand Democrats are believing that it is a really wrong 

path to walk by emphasizing that JCPOA’s importance and benefit to United States is a “view 

shared by our European allies, independent experts and the current U.S. Secretary of Defense.” 

Leaving directly can cause America its closest allies and its credibility as a super-power [16]. 

 

 

Image 2.2.2: Donald Trump speaking during "Stop the Iran Deal" rally at West Lawn of the 

Capitol in Washington D.C., capital of the United States, Sept. 9, 2015. 

 

After a while, aggressive acts between two parties and failing of all efforts of other contributors 

to the agreement on commitment of US and compensation of Iran’s damage, resulted as 

withdrawal of Iran on JCPOA. Iran suspended the deal and 60 days of deadline started, if 

conditions were not to be met by the US, agreement will be breached by Iran. However that 

does not mean Iran is not violating the agreement since agreement includes a clause stating if 

one party withdraws other parties are able to withdraw from the agreement and pursuing 

activities. European Union did not welcomed the withdrawal well. US went further with 

http://search.news.cn/language/search.jspa?id=en&t1=0&t=1&ss=&btn=0&ct=Russia&n1=Iran&np=content
http://search.news.cn/language/search.jspa?id=en&t1=0&t=1&ss=&btn=0&ct=Syria&n1=United+States&np=content
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sanctions and they started to sanction people such as Iran Minister of Foreign Affairs Javad 

Zarif and Ayatollah Hassan Rouhani.  

Approaching elections brings 2 possibilities. First one is election of a Republican Party 

candidate, most likely Trump one more time, and, thus, pursuance of the same policy which in 

fact increase the potential of Iran as a destabilizing factor in the Middle East and as powerful 

actor in nuclear arena. Second one is containing election of a Democrat party candidate which 

actually reverses the situation. The Democratic Party candidates are all in favour of reinforcing 

JCPOA or making an even more comprehensive and long-term agreement. The uncertainty of 

US politics affects whole world since some say the Iran-US tension is just depending on the 

current political state the US is in. So, most countries do not act accordingly because it seems 

like a temporary problem. 

Latest Events on Topic 

On September 11, President Trump has fired the national security adviser John Bolton who 

was a major contributor to Trump’s attitude against Iran. Bolton was supporting US to force 

Iran to a regime change. When the advisor and Trump had many disagreement, Trump decided 

to end the time of Bolton in White House. Many thought that, when Bolton was gone, sanctions 

were to descend and a possibility of a meeting with Hassan Rouhani arises, however there was 

no action on the president’s side [17]. 

On September 14,  ongoing civil war is accelerating and hurting Saudi Arabia and Yemen 

harshly. Furthermore, Iran backed Houthi rebels made a drone attack on Saudi Arabia on the 

largest plant of the world’s most profitable oil companies. It is claimed that Iran was behind 

the attacks even though Houthis took the blame and stated it was one of the biggest attacks that 

has ever been made to Saudi Arabia and they have deployed many drones to fight back. They 

have also emphasized that attacks to Saudi Arabia would  "only grow wider and will be more 

painful than before, so long as their aggression and blockade continues".  

The crisis got a different perspective with the statement of Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. 

Pompeo tweeted: “Tehran is behind nearly 100 attacks on Saudi Arabia while Rouhani and 

Zarif pretend to engage in diplomacy. Amid all the calls for de-escalation, Iran has now 

launched an unprecedented attack on the world’s energy supply. There is no evidence the 

attacks came from Yemen.” and added “We call on all nations to publicly and unequivocally 

condemn Iran’s attacks. The United States will work with our partners and allies to ensure that 

energy markets remain well supplied and Iran is held accountable for its aggression.” There 

is no solid proof however The Wall Street Journal said their experts will investigate if this 
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possibility might be true. Iran had responded the accusations through Javad Zarif stated that 

Yemenis are only showing aggressive acts because US violated Yemen many times [18]. 

 

2.3.Trade War between US and China 

 

Trade War between China and US started almost a year ago when both sides decided to increase 

tariffs against each other’s products. Tariffs exponentially increased by both sides. After a 

while it became who can sustain this economic burdens. Chinese has a different perspective on 

this and media in China expressed this as “The United States should learn how to behave like 

a responsible global power and stop acting as a ‘school bully’... As the world’s only 

superpower, it needs to shoulder its due responsibility, and join other countries in making this 

world a better and more prosperous place. Only then can America become great again.” but 

United States thinks very differently as President Trump stated  “For many years China (and 

many other countries) has been taking advantage of the United States on Trade, Intellectual 

Property Theft, and much more. Our Country has been losing HUNDREDS OF BILLIONS OF 

DOLLARS a year to China, with no end in sight. Sadly, past Administrations have allowed 

China to get so far ahead of Fair and Balanced Trade that it has become a great burden to the 

American Taxpayer. As President, I can no longer allow this to happen! In the spirit of 

achieving Fair Trade, we must Balance this…[19]” 

Until the G20 summit in Argentina, trade war went on as usual and in the summit two leader 

came together in order to make a trade truce. US delayed its tariff increasing and Trump said 

US would only accept a deal in the best interest of US. After 3 days Trump tweeted that he is 

“still a tariff man” however after 2 months Trump permanently delayed tariffs. 
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Image 2.3.1: Trade war between US and China. 

 

On May 25, Trump banned usage of telecommunication devices based on China including 

Huawei. Xi Jinping said that they are ready for the long march. After a while, China released 

a policy paper blaming US for stalling the negotiations for trade. Just a day after that Mike 

Pompeo calls upon the Chinese government to acknowledge the anniversary of Tiananmen 

Square Massacre. As a response, China stated that it was their internal business and it is not be 

interfered, also they issued a travel warning which is considered as harassment in the US. After 

that tariffs started to increase in a drastic manner [20]. Nevertheless, Senate has main concerns 

on President Trump’s behaviour. Senators think that nor what China does with the tariffs are 

fair neither the US should remain silent, however most of them believes that the approach US 

and the president takes are not very suitable. Both Republicans and Democrats are agreeing on 

the topic. President is not willing to take steps back or change the current situation until US 

gets a proper trade deal [21]. 
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Image 2.3.2: Change on the exports of both U.S. and China to the opposite country. 

 

2.4.Climate Change 

 

In its simplest terms, climate change is defined as follows “a change in global or regional 

climate patterns, in particular a change apparent from the mid to late 20th century onwards and 

attributed largely to the increased levels of atmospheric carbon dioxide produced by the use of 

fossil fuels.” Climate warming could point to changes in the nature of global rainfall, 

evaporation, snow and other vital factors that affect water supply and its quality [22]. 

Furthermore, studies show that warmer water could lead to an increase in water pollution levels 

[22]. 

The President Trump’s controversial comments on climate change such as calling climate 

change a “hoax” invented by China and saying that he does not believe in it has heated the 

debate even more in the past two years [23]. Earlier this summer, Trump made surprising 

comments about fighting with climate change, although he had previously stated that he does 

not believe in it [23]. Speaking from the White House, the President claimed that the US had 

the world’s cleanest air and water, further stating that “Every single one of the signatories to 

the Paris climate accord lags behind America” and that “U.S. has exceeded other countries in 
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nixing greenhouse gas emissions.” which is incorrect according to statistics [23]. Conversely, 

because of certain Trump policies on the topic, emissions rose significantly in the US [23]. 

According to a recent poll made in September, it can be clearly observed that the majority of 

Americans disapprove of the President’s views regarding climate change [23]. TIME magazine 

has written “While the administration has rolled back regulations to cut emissions of heat-

trapping carbon dioxide from power and industrial plants and pushed for more coal use, wide 

shares of Americans say they want just the opposite. About two out of three Americans say 

corporations have a responsibility to combat climate change, and a similar share also say it’s 

the job of the U.S. government [24].” According to this poll, 64% of Americans say that they 

disapprove the policies of the President [24]. 

Recently, 16 year-old Swedish activist Greta Thunberg led a protest at the White House. When 

asked if she would go inside, she replied “I don't want to meet with people who don't accept 

the science [24]” The protester group in front of the White House called for immediate action 

against climate change and for the betterment of the environment [25]. Thunberg says she has 

one and only message for all the politicians “Listen to science, and take responsibility [25].” 

To travel to the US, she sailed across the Atlantic in order to avoid carbon emissions caused by 

jet travel [25]. 

 

Image 2.4.1: Greta Thunberg delivering a speech in Washington, DC, on September 13. 

1. SEQ Figure \* ARABIC 5 Greta Thunberg leading the protest in front of the White House 
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2.5. Migration 

 

United States is a country originally made up of immigrants who still plays a crucial role in 

public. Today, approximately 14% of U.S population is immigrants and the demand for 

naturalization increases rapidly [26]. 

Immigration problems have always been a critical agenda for Senate, due to economic, security, 

and humanitarian concerns. However, it has been a long time since congress could not reach 

an agreement to take adequate measures for an immigration reform. Nonetheless, it is certain 

that with President Trump elected the status of immigration in the U.S has changed much 

because of his claims such as building a wall to the Mexican border and actions such as 

deporting undocumented immigrants and banning Muslims. Neither Senate nor public fully 

supported the President. Americans think immigrants should come to the country and provided 

they are fully meeting the requirements, they should be able to get into the naturalization 

process [27]. 

 

 

Image 2.5.1: Graph of the population growth rates by parents’s place of birth. 

 

Despite the discussion in the Senate, it has been a really long time since there was an actual 

reform. The last bill passed was about the $4.5 billion aid to the southern border. Furthermore, 

Trump administration is trying to illegalize the actions of former-President Obama such as 

Deferred Actions for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) and Development, Relief and Education for 
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Minors Act (DREAM Act). When DREAM act first put into the agenda, it was 2001 and took 

nine years for it to be accepted. DREAM Act led to U.S citizenship through work, education 

and or the armed services for undocumented high school graduates. Meanwhile, DACA is 

providing temporary relief from deportation to enable the youth to work or study [28]. During 

116th Congress only 2 bills were passed and signed by the President and these bills were both 

proposed by Republican senators [29]. 

Illegal migration still opposes a great threat for United States according to Republicans. Apart 

from the money spent on undocumented, it is claimed that the increase in crime rates are related 

with these people. Most of the illegal immigrants are coming from Mexico. Democrats on the 

other hand does not believe this is as crucial Republicans are claiming [30]. 

2.6.Prohibition of E-Cigarette Products 

 

Over the past few years, “vaping” has become quite popular among the teenagers living in the 

United States. Although, according to the Public Health England (PHE), it is %95 safer than 

smoking, vaping also has its deadly consequences [31]. According to statistics published by 

PHE, e-cigarette products kill half of all those who take up the habit [31]. The myth that “e-

cigarettes help people stop smoking” is strongly believed to be untrue by the experts in the US. 

No matter what is being said about these products, it has been proven that they actually do 

harm their users. 

 

Image 2.6.1: Market size for vape in different countries in 2016. 
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So far, there have been six confirmed deaths related to vaping in the US. These cases have 

taken place in California, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Minnesota and Oregon, along with more 

than 450 cases of lung problems all across the US [31]. The federal government’s Centers for 

Disease Control (CDC) suggests that there is not any specific substance that has affected all of 

the aforementioned six cases. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) also continues to help 

CDC in their investigations about e-cigarettes and whether they are harmful or not [31]. CDC 

states that any individual who vapes should consider stopping until their investigation with 

FDA comes to an end [31]. Furthermore, young people and pregnant woman must not use e-

cigarette products at all, CDC says. 

 

Perhaps the most widely-known e-cigarette company Juul, is observed not to have the same 

effect on teenagers in the United Kingdom in comparison to the ones in the US [31]. This is 

because the US suffers from an absence of regulation, which means that there is no cap on 

nicotine levels in the liquids that are used in e-cigarettes. The UK, however, has very strict 

limits on nicotine levels, as the result of a European Union directive [31]. Another issue is that, 

although the selling of e-cigarette products have been illegal since 2016, the marketing and 

advertisement to the adults are allowed in the US [31]. A big step that FDA has taken is that, 

now they have ordered all manufacturers to send FDA a list of the ingredients they have used 

in the products and put warning labels on them about nicotine addiction [31]. 

Image 2.6.2: A teenager using Juul product. 
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In September, 2019, President Donald Trump addressed the issue of vaping. Trump has stated 

that his administration was looking forward to banning all non-tobacco flavored e-cigarette 

products. In an interview held at the White House, Health and Human Services Secretary Alex 

Azar told the reporters “The Trump administration is making it clear that we intend to clear the 

market of flavored e-cigarettes to reverse the deeply concerning epidemic of youth e-cigarette 

use that is impacting children, families, schools and communities. We will not stand idly by as 

these products become an on-ramp to combustible cigarettes or nicotine addiction for a 

generation of youth [32].” 

At the beginning of September, Michigan became the first state in the US to ban the sale of 

flavored e-cigarette products. Furthermore, New Jersey’s highest-ranking lawmaker, the 

Senate President Steve Sweeney D-Gloucester is proposing a plan to completely ban the selling 

of electronic smoking devices [32]. In a Fox News interview, he stated “Vaping is something 

that we need to stop and get off the market before we addict another generation to a different 

product. When it came online it was hailed as getting people away from nicotine and smoking 

and we're just addicting them in a different way.” If his bill passes, New Jersey will be the first 

state in the US to ever ban the sale of all electronic smoking devices [32]. Of course, however, 

this bill will need to pass the Senate and the Assembly first [32]. 

The Senators of the US Senate are expected to discuss every aspect of these products 

thoroughly and then decide on their fate. 

2.7. Legalisation of Medical Marijuana in United States 

 

Medical marijuana is a topic to discuss in Senate for many years now. In 1996, California has 

became the very first state to legalize medical marijuana. Today, there is 33 states that has 

legalized it, yet states have different point of view.  

Medical marijuana benefits to diseases such as pain, nausea and loss of appetite, Parkinson’s 

disease, inflammatory bowel disease, PTSD (post-traumatic stress disorder), epilepsy, and 

multiple sclerosis [33]. 

Federal government tends not to recognize these benefits due to its addictive feature, its being 

a source to traffic accidents and damaging lungs even causing cancer. Without a proper 

research it cannot be identified as an appropriate medicine [34]. However laws of the federal 

government's toughens  the process of research.   

http://www.cmaj.ca/content/182/14/E694.abstract
http://medicalmarijuana.procon.org/sourcefiles/IOM_Report.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24614667
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24614667
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23648372
http://communications.med.nyu.edu/media-relations/news/brain-imaging-study-links-cannabinoid-receptors-post-traumatic-stress-disorder
http://www.epilepsy.com/learn/treating-seizures-and-epilepsy/other-treatment-approaches/medical-marijuana-and-epilepsy
http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/276046.php
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Image 2.7.1: Cannabis programs state by state. 

 

Nonetheless, people who support medical marijuana are not to be underestimated since 73 

percent of American voters backing it, including 80 percent of Democrats, 76 percent of 

independents, and 61 percent of Republicans [34]. 
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